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Hon. F. J. S. Wise: Do not stonewa.ll at
this hour.

The MINISTER ¥FOR LANDS Instead
of the Bill having to be sent to the Gov-
ernor for assent, it will be brought in by
proclamation. I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Couneil’s
amendment agreed to.

Resolution reported, the report adopted
and a message accordingly returned to the
Couneil.

ADJOURNMENT—SPEOIAL.

THE PREMIER (Hon. D. R. McLarty—
Murray-Wellington) : I move—

That the House at its rising adjourn till
3.30 p.m. tomorrow,

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 10.34 p.m.
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Adjournment, speclel

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 2.30
pm., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS.

HOUSING.
(a) As to Denaro Concrete Block Company.

Hop. H. K, WATSON asked the Chief
Secretary:

(1} What members of the Housing Com-
mission are directors of,*or shareholders in,
Denaro Concrete Block Manufaeturing Co.
(W.A.) Ltd.?

(2) How many building permits have
been granted by the Housing Commission
in which the Commission has, without the
request of the applicant, made it a condi-
tion that the permit is granted subiect to
the building being constructed of Denaro
bricks?
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The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:

{1) No member of the State Housing
Commission is a director of, or a sharehofder
in, Denaro Concrete Block Manufacfuring
Co. (W.A.) Ltd. )

(2) The information is not immediately

available. It would necessitate an examina-
tion of many hundreds of files. It hss
always been the policy of the Commission to
encourage the use of alternative materials,

particularly concrete bricks or blocks, in an -

endeavour to economise in the mse of clay
bricks which have been in very short supply.

+

(b) As to.Squarage Permitted.

Hon. A. THOMSON (for Hon. A. L.
Loton) asked the Chief Secretary:

(1) 'Is it a fact that the rental homes
which have been constructed by the Housing
Commission have g floor ares ranging from
1,150 square feet fo 1,600 square feet, in-
cluding verandah area? .

(2) In respeet of permits granted to
owner-builders, on what grounds does the
Housing Commission seek to justify the re-
strietion of such homes to a floor area of
750 square feet, or thereabouts?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:

{1) The floor area of complete Common-
wealth-State rental homes ranges from 858
square feer up to 1,513 square feet, includ-
ing verandah. In addition, the Commission
is building expansible homes of a floor area
of T00 square feet for smell unit families.

(2) “Self-help” permits arve restricted to
700 square feet under main roof with 200
square feet of verandah for a three unit
family and an additional 100 square feet
under main roof for each additiona] family
unit provided that the maximum under the
main roof must not exceed 1,200 square feet.

Persons receive “self-help™ permits when
they are in a position fo earry out some of
the gkilled labour themselves without inter-
fering with the ordinary housing programme
and are prepared to accept the minimum of
aécommodation. In this way they gain an
advantagé over others on the ordinary
priority list by not having to wait so long
for the issue of a permit,
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{¢) As to Condracts for Fibrous Plaster
Work.

Hon. H. L. ROCHE sasked ithe Chief
Secretary:

(1) Is the Minister aware that, owing to
what is known &s a guarantee clause recently
attached to Housing Commission contracts,
all fibrous ~ plaster work in War Service
Homes has to carry a guarantee of 12
months’ maintenance? .

(2) That only the members of the Fibrous
Plaster Manufacturers’ Association are per-
mifted to undertake the maintenance omn
fibrous plaster work in War Service Homes{

{3) That as a result of the operation of
the guarantee clause there is every prospect
of the individual fibrous plaster fixer, and
small firms engaged in such work being de-
barred’ from undertaking much of the Hous-
ing Commission’s work ¢

(4) That creating a monopoly for a few
big firms in this work appears to be certain
from the operation of the guarantee clause?

(5) If the Minister is not aware of the
foregoing, will he have inquiries made, and
action taken to avoid what will become a
very undesirable state of affairs?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:

{1) The guarantee clanse has been in
operation for the past two years,

{2} Any fibrous plaster manufacturer
can undertake work on Commission projects
provided he gives the necessary maintenance
puarantee.

(3) No. Bee answer to No. (2).

(4} No monopoly has been created.

(5) See answer to Ne. (2).

(d) As to Squarage Recommendation by
Advisery Panel.

Hon. H. K. WATSON asked the Chief
Seeretary:

(1) TIs it a faet that his Building Advisory
Panel has advised the Minister for Housing
that there should be either no permits re-
quired, or alternatively, an automatie grant-
ing of permits to applicants for the eree-
tion of all homes up to a floor area not
exceeding 1,500 square feet?

{2) If so, is it the intention of the Gov-
ernment to give early effect to that recom-
mendation ¥
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The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:

(1) No advice to this effect has been
tendered by the panel to the Minister.

(2) Answered by No. (1),

ROADS.
As to Bituminising, Coolgardie-Norseman.

Hon. G. BENNETTS asked the Chief
Secretary :

(1) Is it the intention of the Government
to continue bituminising the Coolgardie-
Norseman-road this eoming year? .

(2) If so, for what distance and when
will operations commence?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:
(1) No.
(2) Answered by No. (1).

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Hon. H. L. Roche, leave of
abgence for the remainder of the session
granted to the Honorary Minister for Agri-
culture (Hon. G. B. Wood—East) on the
ground of ill-health.

BILL—LIQUID FUEL (EMEEG:ENGY
PROVISIONS).

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. E. M. DAVIES (West) [2.39]:
The Bill in the meain is to provide power to
obtain information on the hoarding of liquid
fuel in this State and includes other provi-
sions which will be proclaimed to give the
State power to control the sale, distribution,
acquisition and use of fuel oil only if ration-
ing is nof re-introduced by the Common-
wealth. It is not intended that any State
scheme should entail the nse of tickets unless
all other methods fail. . In reality, the Bill
is only an enabling measure.

To my mind, it paints an extremely sorry
picture. There we have the Govern-
ment bringing down a Bill to make pro-
vision in the event of the Commonwealth
not re-introduecing the lignid fuel rationing
system. T was about to say it is rather
amusing, but it is too serious a question to
say that, because we found that certain
sections of people and individuals were
always raisine complaints about the ration-
ing system of fuel oil and it became popular
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for them to advecate the decontrol of some
items.” Certain interests made it their busi-
ness to challenge the validity of the Com-
monwealth regunlations in the High Court
with the resulf that the rationing of fuel oil
was terminated very abruptly.

The object of rationing is to ensure that
each person or group of persons shall be
able to obtain the necessary quantity of fuel
according to his or their requirements. In
fact, that is the reason for rationing any
commodity in short supply. I should say.
that this experience should be a warning to
those people who are continunally sugpesting
that variods items still under contro] should
be decontrolled. Immediately the legal
rationing of peirol ceased, quite 2 number
of people, showing no consideration what-
ever for anybody else, obtained as much
petrol as they desired and, in some instances,
were assisted by certain oil companies which
permitted large quantities of fuel to be pur-
chased- Consequently, a lot of other people
now find it impossible to obtain the quantity
to which they were entitled during the ration-
ing period.

A number of people have hoarded petrol
knowing full well that they are depriving
others of the opportunity to obtain what is
requisite for business, industrial or private
purposes, and so owners of small businesses
and of private carz are unable to obtain
the requisite fuel te run their ears or tracks.
In view of recent experience, therefore, it is
necessary to re-infroduce the ratioming of
fuel oil. Although the Government has
submitted this Bill, which is only an en-
abling measure to be used in the event of the
Commonweanlth’s not re-introducing ration-
ing, apparently the Government is not in
favour of a rationing system, bui the haby
has been handed on to it. The time has
arrived when the Government shonld make
known whether it favours the rationing of
liqud fuel or not.

Hon. G. Fraser: The Government wants
to sit on the fence.

Hon. E. M. DAVIES: Rationing is con-
sidered to be not very popular. Recently,
however, many proprietors of petro] sta-
tioms have been urging the re-introduction of
rationing and one can understand their atti-
tude. No business man likes to tell a client
who has been a customer for a considerable
time that his requirements cannot be sup-
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plied, beesruse he would possibly lose the
business, but if he could say, “You have
only a certain number of tickets entitling
you to a certain quantity of petrol and that
is ali T can supply,” he is carrying out the
law and not giving any offence to the client.

This is a nafional question, one to which
we must give very serious consideration.
Indusiry must be enabled to carry on and
private individuals must be afforded oppor-
tunity to make use of any form of transport
needing fuel oil. It is time the Government
realised this. Although rationing may not
be popular, I think the States realise that it
is necessary, and hence have been compelled
to ask the Commonwealth (Governmeni to
re-introduce the system, Petrol is a comme-
dity of very great importance in this eoun-
try. It may not be similarly regarded in
countries having large towns, because they
have other means of transport, but in a
State like Western Australia, with its vast
area and the need for long distance travel-
ling, fuel oil plays a very important part.
Therefore we should exert every endeavour
to use judiciously any fue] that may be
available for transport.

The veason for the shortage of fuel oil is
that it either comes from dollar countries or
is earried in dollar boats, and as the ques-
tion of dollars in relation to sterling is
important, every endeavour should be made
to view the question from a reasonable
angle. There are some people who consider
that Australia should not take cognisance
of the question of what dollars are available
from the dollar pool becanse, whatever
dollars we use, means depriving the United
Kingdom of them. The United Kingdom
is endeavouring to build up its industries
after gme of the greatest wars in history.
In 1940, the people of Great Britain stood
alone against the hattering and the blitz
and eame through sucecessfully, and it is
only reasenable to assume that many of its
industries have not yet succeeded in return-
ing to full production.

Hon. H. K. Watson: In my opinion, the
present Government of Britain is trying to
run that country to a standstiil,

Hon. E. M. DAVIES: That might be the
hon. member's opinion. He is evidently one
of those individuals prepared to decry the
Government of the United Kingdom simply
because it does not happen fo be of his
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political complexion. Such an attitude is
unpatriotic. 'We have always regarded the
United Kingdom as the Mother Country
that over the years has protected and assisted
the Dominions, The Dominiong have deve-
loped and today if is their responsibility to
stand by the Mother Couniry. Any other
attitude is very unpatriotic, and those who
express other opinions can only do so be-
cause they are blinded by their own politieal

. bigotry. I have always remained loyal to

the Mother of the British Commonwealth of
Nations. Irrespective of what party has
been in power, I have always stood up for
the Empire. So I say that those people
who eriticise the Mother Country because
the Governmeni Party happens to be of a
different politiea] complexion from theirs are
definitely unpatriotic.

Hon. W. J. Mann: What has that to do
with the Bill?

Hon. E. M. DAVIES: If the hon. member
does not like my remarks, he need not re-
main in the Chamber; I have no objection
to his leaving. I repeat that this Bill is
merely an enabling measure, Its object is
to make provision for the future in the
event of the Commonwealth Government’s
not assuming the responsibility for the re-in-
troduction of rationing. Although I con-
sider I should support the measure for the
time being, the Government has, in my
opinion, introduced it knowing full well that
we must have some form of rationing, but
is not prepared to undertake the task itself.
It is, however, prepared to hand the baby
over to the Commonwealth. I propose to
support the second reading.

HON. W. R. HALL (North-East)
[2.51]: I support the Bill, although T am
very reluctant to do so. I hafl thought the
time had arrived when we could do away
altogether with the ratioming of petrol and
diesel oil. T still think that wonld have heen
possible had it not been for statements made
on various oceasions and the methods adopied
by one oil company in particular and, to a
lesser degree, by ong or two other oil ¢om-
panies. However, it would now appear that
rationing is again to be enforced. To my
way of thinking, the object of the Bill is to
prevent persons from hoarding petrol and
oil. When we reflect on what has happened
since June last, when the blackout oecurred
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on account of the coal strike, we ean judge
who hes been responsible for the position.

Hon. H. Hearn: The strikers!

Hon. W. R. HALL: No, they were not.
Whet is responsible for the present position
is the publicity that was given to the petrol
position throughout the Commonwealth of
Australia and the action of the oil com-
panies. Anyone travelling around the coun-
try knows how the present sifuation arose.
The people were bluffed by propaganda
about the shortage of petrol. It has been
said that many people have heen buying
44-gallon droms of petrol in large quantities
from a particular oil eompany, although I
do not know of any person who has done
so. But T would not eall that hoarding.

Petrol rationing was discontinued from a
certain date and those people who bonght
since that date did so legally. The oniy
way in which this Bill would affect them
would be to render them liable to prosecu-
tion if they made a false declaration as to
the stocks they held. Had petrol been dis-
tributed judiciously after rationing was lifted
and if all the oil companies had fallen into
line, we would not have had the present un-
satisfactory position. One company, how-
ever, wanted to sell as much as it could, be-
ing hungry for profits. Its example was
followed, to a lesser degree, by some of the
other oil eompanies. I should be very sorry
if we reverted to the tieket system. There
is no doubt that it proved to be a farce.

Hon. R. M. Forrest: A racket.

Hon, W. R. HALL: I have known of
people who sold petrol tickets at 2s. each.
That is evidence of how the ticket system
defeats the object of rationing petrol. What
bhappened in the past? Thousands of
tickets were illegally printed and sold on
the blackmarket. I, for one, do not think
that petrol rationing was taken seriously by
the Commonwealth Government. My rea-
son for saying so is that the tickets were
printed on paper which was nearly as absor-
bent as blotting paper, nor were they
marked or numbered as are, for instance,
tram tickets. These are numbered and have
a serial letter and therefore can be traeed.
It would be possible to ascertain from the
records what tram tickets were sold, and on
what trips they were sold, ten or 20 years
ago.
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The petrol tickets were guite plain and
that left the way open for fraud. I sin-
cerely hope that we sha]l not agsin have
the ticket system. We must alse take into
consideration the cost of that system to the
State and to the Commonwealth., I asked
some questions recently with respeet to the
Liquid Fuel Control Board. The number
of persons employed by the board was not
warranted when one took into eonsideration
the quantity of petrol nged by the motoring
publie. The oil companies themselves conld
assist in rationing.

Hon. E. H. Gray: What do you suggest?

Hon. W. R. HALL: T suggest a ecard sys-
tem. It would not be infallible; I do not
elaim that. During the past 12 months
about 2,000 odd new cars have been sold in
Western Australia and many purchasers of
them are finding it extremely diffieult to ob-
tain petrol supplies. Regular customers of
garages can do so, but some who purchased
cars within, say, the last six months or se,
are not recognised by some_service stations
as regular customers. Surely people who
have spent, say, from £700 to £1,100 on
motor vehicles are entitled to a reasonable
ration of petro), whether it 'he for pleasure
or business purposes. Is it fair that they
shonld have to go from garage to garage to
get one or two gallons of petrol to run their
vehieles?

T wish to szee some equitable distribution
of petrol, so that all owners of motor
vehicles will get a fair share whether it be,
as I said, for pleasure or business. I am
ziven to understand—and I do not think the
information iz far wrong—that even today
we are drawing on petrol which should have
been reserved for the next quarter. If that
is so0, there will soon be a very serious short-
age, unless petrol is taken out of bond to
reimburse the supplies which have heen sold
in advance., If this is not done, we shall
find ofrselves in a serious predicament. This
Bill has been introduced in case the Com-
monwenlth Government does not take over
the rationing of petrol.

No Government wants this bahy; it is too
heavy. There are likely to be too many
repercussions. All the States have decided
to land over control to the Commonwealth
Government, but rome of them are likely to
remain outside the agreement. I helieve that
if the people had not been panicked into
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buying large stocks of petrol and holding
them, there would have been no need for
rationing at this stage.

Hon. H. K. Watson: Certainly not in this
State.

-Hon. W. R. HALL: Nearly everybody—
private motorists and others—went along to
garages with their 4-gallon and 8S-gallon
drums and tins to have them filled. Even
when petro]l was rationed previously many
people who could not afford to pay for the
extra petrol they were allowed, went to the
gareges on the last few days of each ration-
ing period, when the tickets were due to
expire, and bought petrol rather than allow
the coupons to go to waste.
what receptacles ‘they had or found other
ways of ensuring that the tickets were not
wasted. T believe that even at this stage, if
people were not panicked intq buying, there
would be no need for rationing.

There is a very interesting article in this
month’s issne of “Road Patrol,” the official
organ of the R.A.C., in which the writer
says—

During the period under review the follow-
ing ocenrred:— .

{1) Stocking up by motorists, cspecially
large users, in both metropolitan and coun-

try distriets on at least two occasions for

fear of a return of rationing.

. (2) A very. marked inerease in»motor
transport and emergency auxiliary plants
because of the coal strike.

These conditions obviously make unreliable
any conclusions that may be drawn from
experience over this period which we submit
should be regarded as extraerdinary and con-
sidered acgordingly. )

It ig the eonsidered opinion of my commit-
tee that the 440,000,000 gallons announced
by the Federal Government as the limit for
the 1949-50 period should be sufficient for the
needs of ‘eommercial transport and the
general motoring publie, subjeet to the follow-
ing provisos:—

(a) That the practice which obtained
under rationing of permitting additional
imports to cover the requirements of new
registrations be maintained.

(b)- Replacement through additional im-

_ ports of the amount of petrol used as.a
. direet resl.llt of the coal strike.

(¢) Absence of scare statements likely
to ‘promote pamic buying.

We wish respectfully to submit that the
sitnation does not warrant fhe abandonment
of a free market at this stage and that it
would be fair ind remsonable to provide for
an experimental period@ of not less than three

. “

They filled up
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months on a free market, devoid of abnormal
conditions, in order to establish with certainty
the amount of petrol required for mnormal
operations.

It is suggested that if Cabinet should think
fit to make such a recommendation to the
Federal Government it might with advantage
be coupled with an appeal for the co-opera-
tion of motorista during the experimental
period and such an appeal would receive the
universal endorsement of all concerned and
the fullest support of my club.

I think such an appeal would receive the
support of all car owners. The motoring
industry is one of the largest in the Com-
monwealth. From the time a man pur-
chases a vehicle until he sells it, he finds
it very costly fo run either for pleasure
or business. Only recently the ‘‘Govern-
ment Gazetfe’’ published information con-
cerning the lifting of the eontrol of labour
costs in conneetfion with work donme on
cars—they used to amount to lis. 6d. an
hour—so that the garages and serviee
stations can now charge anything they like.
Then there are the amount of sales tax paid
on g new cpr and the Customs duties that
go to the Governments of the States)

Hon, J. A. Dimmitt: Not to the States.

Hon. W. R. HALL: The sales tax goes
to the Commonwesalth Government.

Hon. J. A. Dimmitt: So do the Customs
duties,

Hon. W. R. HALL: Yes, that is right.
What an asset motorists are to the bhig
firms and to the Commonwealth and States
generally! ‘Curtailment in one direction
means eurtailment in another. We can be
quite certain that if rationing is reimposed
~—as it will be, because there is no altern-
ative but to support the Bill—it will have
a detrimental effect on industry.

I have been given authentic figures which
indicate that the paid motor drivers of
Australia—TI include transport drivers, taxi
drivers and other employed motorists—
are greater in number than the employees
of all the raflway systems in the Common-
wealth. -The motoring industry keeps a
lot of people employed in this State and
in Australia as a whole. I am very sorry
to see the prospect of rationing having to
be faced onee more by moforists. Again,
the cost of running the Liguid Fuel Boards
in the various States must be terrific. It
must have cost hundreds of thousands of
pounds.
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Hon. H. Hearn: They have developed
some good dart players!

Hon. W. R. HALL: It is a wonder the
hon. member did not visit them and learn
how to play himself, though I am given to
understand he is & recognised dart pleyer.

Hon. G. Bennetts: Restrictions ought to
be placed on the big man with the money.

Hon. H. L. Roche: From playing daris?

Hon. G. Bennetts:
plenty of petrol.

Hon. W. R. HALL: This is no joking
matter, but a very serious one. Garages
in the metropolitan area do not want to
shoulder any of the responsibility now.
Previously they did not mind; they thought
they were home on the pig’s back. But they
believe it is a different proposition today.
A lot of them have not co-operated in
ensuring proper distribution of supplies,
inasmuch as they thought rationing was to
be abolished for all time. I do not want
to see rationing under the coupon system
reintroduced.

No, from getting

Hon. E. H. Grey: How are we going to
do it? .

Hon. W. R. HALL: There must be some-
body with brains in the Commonwealih
who could devise some means other then
rationing by tickets which ean be eounter-
feited. One did not have to go to Sydney
if one wanted to obtain extra petrol tickets;
there were plenty in Western Australia, I
wonder how much has been hushed up by
the fuel boards in the various States con-
cerning things that happened with regard
to petrol tickets! The authorities were
very lenient with the general public be-
cause there were very few proseentions. I
venture to say that many matters have
been hushed up. That sert of thing applies
where there are big boards. That is one
reason why I do not want to see a ticket
system introduced. Questions have been
asked in both Houses about the Fuel
Board, and Ministers have more or less
wriggled out of giving definite answers,
What about the cost of the Rationing Com-
mission, where thousands of people are
employed ¥

There is no alternative to the Bill, which
is fairly drastic. We have not had mach
time to consider it. It has always been
the poliey of the Opposition, when Labour
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has been in power, to say, ‘‘We do not get
time to go through the Bills.”’ But I
notice this Government is bringing down
Bills in the same way, hoping the Labour
represeniatives will be asleep while they
are poing throngh, When My, Kitson
was Chief Secretary, there used to be &
howl about Bills coming down at this stage.

Hon. J. M. A. Cunningham: It was not
due to our stonewalling.

Hon. W. R. HALL: The members of the
Legislative Counecil did not need five hours
to deal with a Bill. As Sir Charles Latham
remarked last night—five hours and noth-
ing said! I reluctantly support the Bill. .

HON. G. BENNETTS (Sonth) [3.13]: I

‘support the Bill, but I would prefer to see

something other thap ihe ticket system.
Because of the position regarding petrol sup-
plies, we must do something to see that
everyone gets a proper share. In the last
fortnight, many people in my district have
spoken to me on the gquestion. Certain oil
companies squealed and said there would
be a shortage of petrol, and something
would have to be done. There is no doubt
that 44-gallon drums have been faken
away. I have seen not one, but dozens of
two, four and eight-gallon drums heing
filled at bowsers. Much peirol has heen
stored because people have been scared
into it. Two friends of mine here who are
petrol sellers say that the only thing {o
do is to re-introduce the ticket system.

Hon. L. Craig: Did they say it before?

Hon, G. BENNETTS: They say it now
because they do not know how they are
going to manage their supplies. It is the
same in Kalgoorlie., A wood contractor
there said he was never so short of petrol
in his life as at present. He said, ‘‘T hope
you will do something to get the ticket
system brought back into operation.’’ It
can be seen, therefore, that something
must be wrong. They seem to think the
ticket system is the only way in which we
ean achieve fairness, I know there was a
lot of trouble with tickets. I do not think,
there is one member here who did not get
growls from his constituents, because they
said certain people did not get enough.

I must say that every time I went to
the Liquid Fuel Board I got fair consid-
eration for the people I was representing.

.
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The Prime Minister gave a warning about
this. He understands the present world
posmon
is- scattered, and we must have a certain
amount of petrol on hand for any emerg-
ency. We have heard it said that the
person who is buying big supplies of petrol
iz depriving the ordinary man, whe cannot
afford to do that, of what.he requires. The
ticket system gave everyone a fair chance.
Even after rationing went out, I did not
use any more petrol than with rationing,
and I do not now because it is too costly.
‘We pay 3s. T4%d. or 3s. 8d. a gallon for it
in Kalgoorlie, so we cannot afford to use
it as a luxury. Many people in Perth,
however, can afford to run around in huge
cars giving about 15 miles to the gallon.
They are not short of petrol, as they bave
the means of getting it.

Hon. E. M. Davies: That is why they do
not like petrol rationing.

Hon. G. BENNETTS: That is so. It will
bring them into line with the ordinary
working man, and they do not like that.
They want to be a step ahead of him.
There may be a better scheme than the
ticket system, but in any case we mnust
have some method to give each and every
person a fair whack of the petrol availahle,
and not someg, for the rich and none for
the poor.

HON. E. H. GRAY (West) [317]s I
support the Bill. The cause of this—

Hon. A. Thomson: Why not put the
blame in the right place—on the Common-
wealth Government?

Hon. E. H. GRAY: The hon. member
can blame whom he thinks is wrong. We
cannot get away from the basic faets
which have cauvsed this confusion and
chaos, namely. the High Court deecision,
followed by the clever, insidious propa-
ganda of private enterprise as represented
by the oil companies. One big ¢il com-
pany stood out of fhe argument. The
clever propaganda. through the Press and
over the air, misled thousands of people
in Australia; it even misled the State Gov-
ernment.

The Bill represents a victory over pri-
vate enterprise, but unfortunately many
people are suffering. The advice and tae-
ties of private enterprise have absolutely
failed, with the result that some garage

In this country, the population_
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proprietors who have tried to do a fair
thing are suffering today because of the
ruthlessnbss of the people who have taken
the petrol, and what amounts to dishonesty
on the part of other garage proprietors who,
on the adviee of some of the oil companies,
sold as much petrol as they conld get rid of.

Hon. J. A, Dimmitt:
honest.

Hon. Sir ‘Charles Latham: They were
legitimate sales, though they may have
been selfish,

Hon. E. H. GRAY : That selfishness has
caused a lot of loss and suffering. I hope
tke people will learn a lesson from this
and take more notice of the adviece ten-
dered weekly by the Prime Minister, so
that a position sueh as this will not arise
again. Thé only sound system of rationing
is by means of petrol tickets, and within
a fortnight of the freeing of petrol sales
anyone could see that it would be neces-
sary sooner or later to re-introduece ration-
ing.

I am sorry that, on the information to
bhand, it seems that rationing ecannot be re-
introdueced wuntil the 1st November, and
I think that those who have bought up and
hoarded petrol should disgorge most of it
in order that their fellow-citizens wmight
share it. I support the second reading and
hope that the Government will implement
as quickly as possible the provision of the
measure that deals with the hoarding of
petrol.

That was not dis-

HON. B. J. BOYLEN (South) [3.22]: I
support the Bill somewhat reluctantly, as
I am not keen on controls, but I realise
that the distribution of petrol having been
left in the hands of the wholesalers and re-
tailers, the position in this State has
become chaotie. It is a ecompliment to the
judgment of the Commonwealth Govern-
ment that, it having insisted on maintain-
ing control until rationing was deeclared
by the High Court to be unconstitutional,
a realisation of the neecessity for the re-
introdoetion of rationing has been forced
on us.

The distribution of petrol to those who
are dependent upon it to earn their liveli-
hood is what I am mainly eoncerned ahout.
I trust that the Liquid Fuel Control Board,
in dealing with applications for inereased
amounts of petrol in certain ecases, will
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take the real requirements of the appli-
cants into consideration. In this regard
I have in mind particularly our pros-
pectors, who are to a great extent depend-
ent upon petrol for their living and who,
in turn, are the basis of one of the State’s
most valuable industries, I do not think
it matters much what type of rationing
we have—whether by ticket or card con-
trol—as there is always some inconvenience
involved in a matter of that sort.

I am satisfied that some form of ration-
ing is essential in order to secure an equit-
able distribution ef available supplies of
petrol to the community. I was with one
individual the other day in his ear, for
which the allocation under rationipg was
in the vieinity of 15 gallons per month,
and he told me that he has recently been
lucky to get even two gallons per week. T feel
that the present position is a reflection on
the honesty of the wholesalers and re-
tailers, because of the way they elected to
sell stocks of petrol, in view of the fact
that many who depend upon ' supplies of
petrol in order to earn their living have
recently heen able to get little or none. Y
feel the.action of those who sold the petrol
in large quantities was tantamount to dis-
honesty.

HON. G. FRASER (West) [3.25]: 1T
hope that the position in which we find
ourselves today will he a lesson to those
who raised the parrot ery of decontrol
over the past year or so. There is no
doubt that those who raised the ery, with-
out examining the position or giving econ-
sideration to the advice tendered them by
those in possession of the facts, kept up
that ery until such time as the move was
made to have the High Court deelare petrol
rationing invalid. As a result of that rul-
ing we find the country in a serions posi-
tion today. Tt will now be diffienlt for
those to whom petrol is essential in order
to carry on the industries of the State, to
get it. That is a sad state of affairs and
1t has heen brought about by the agitation
for decontrol.

Like other members, I hate controls, but
1 will not allow myself to be blinded to the
fact that control is still essential in some
directions. Unfortunately ~ some people
have let their hate of controls blind them
to the facts of the true position. That has

(COUNCIL.]

occurred not only with regard to petrol
supplies, but also in the case of some
home-huilding supplies.  After the Gov-
ernment had embarked on its programme
of decontrol it was forced, after lifting
certain controls, to reinfroduece them.
Would it not have been better thoroughly to
examine the position before lifting those
controls in the first place? However, no-
one would condemn 2 Government for
changing its mind if it is honest enough
to admit it has been wrong in the action
taken.

The Government gained a lot of votes,
when on.the hustings, by its promises
about the lifting of contrels. It honoured
those promises insofar as it lifted the
controls from certain commodities, but the
realities of the situation forced it before
long to retract, and to reimpose the re-
strietions. I admire anyone who, when he
finds himself to be in the wrong, has the
courage to admit it. I am not concerned
about what system of rationing is to he
adopted but, when it is put into operation,
I hope some consideration will be given
to the question of vehicle license fees,

It may be found neeessary to impose a
scale of rationing as severe as tha{ which
previously operated, and some people may
receive as little as two or three gallons of
petrol a month. I do not think they should
have to pay the full license fees for vehicles
that ‘are restrieted to a very small monthly
mileage. I.hope the Government will not

_ignore that aspect of the matter, but will

agree to.certain reductions in the leense
fees of those who are denied free use of
their vehicles.  Something of that kind
might encourage a lot of people not to
use even the small ration allowed them,
and the less petrol used, the more there
will he available to essential users. I am
afraid that, rationing having been lifted
for so lonz and so much petrol having
been used during the intervening period,
it may soon be found difficult to keep even
essential unsers suppliad.

The present position illustrates how the
truth was distorted by certain people in
the community, who said, both publicly
and privately, that there had been no extra
sales of petrol as the result of decontrol.
How often did we read statements of that
sort in the Press, said to have been made
by responsible people? In spite of that,
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the man in the street knew very well what
was going on, yet certain interests tried,
through the Press, to justify what was
happening; and they even enconraged ex-
ceptionally heavy sales of petrol.

Hon. J. M. A, Cupningham: A lot of it
has been stored away.

Hon. G. FRASER: Because of that,
whether it was stored or used, it has not
been available for industry. Yet, we find
those people making statements of that
deseription. It is about time they woke
up te themselves and decided that in
future when they deal with the publie,
partieularly through the Press, they widl
let -the publie know the true position and
hoi attempt to fool them, as they did.

HON. H. HEARN (Metropolitan)
[3.301: Tt is my intention to support the
Bill and I will not unduly prolong the de-
bate, This afternoon I have heard some
statements that are true and some that, in
my opinion, are entirely false. It is very
significant that every time we have to dis-
cuss anything sueh as this Bill, some mem-
bers always make a tilt at those people
who believe in free trading and decontrol.

Hon. G. Fraser:
the same.

Hon. H. HEARN: T want to remind the
House of one or two factors concerning the
questien of the limitation of petrol supplies
* from the standpoint of those who still be-
lieve that the decontrol of most things is
the surest basis for a2 free Australia.

Hon. E. M. Davies: It has not been borne
out by fact.

Hon. H. HEARN: When the case was
heard by the High Court and petrol ration-
ing suddenly ceased, there is no doubt that
for the first two or three weeks there was
no intense increase in petrol consumption.
Then what happened? We had the indus-
trial- trouble in the Eastern States—Np. 1.
If any member, on either side of the Honse,
ean tell me that that did not have a tre-
mendons inflnence on the drain npon petrol
—1I know it did in our own State—then
1 think he is begging the question. Not
only did that happen but T say that the
- Commonwealth Government deliberately
songhi to unsettle the general motoring
publie and the users of petrol.

We believe in it just
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Hon. €. H. Simpson: Stampeded them.

Hon. H. HEARN: The Commorwealth
Government stampeded the general motor-
ing publie into securing as much petrol as
it could. I say the Government did that
deliberately because I am perfectly satis-
fied that the Prime Minister of Australia
wanted to take control of petrol before the
next Federal election. We find that in other
avenues, and ii has even extended as far
as publicity. Yet we are supposed {o think
that decontrol is all wrong! From the
history of the last six months, we people
who believe in decontrol of most things
have heen proved perfectly right and cor-
rect. Therefore T say that the State Gov-
ernments should do no other than they are,

Hon. E. H. Gray: They should have done
it long ago.

Hon. H. HEARN: The States are seek-
ing to meet an emergency but the final
blame must still be placed upon the Fed-
eral Government because of the chaotic
conditions in which we find ourselves today.

HON. H. K. WATSON (Metropolitan)
[3.33]: I agree that the responsibility for
the conditions in which we find ourselves
today must be placed with the Common-
wealth Government.

Hon. E. H. Gray: No, with private enter-
prise.

Hon. H. K. WATSON: One of the prin-
cipal policies of the Federal Government
is that of organised shortages. Most pre-
vious speakers who have addressed them-
selves to this question have confined their
attention to effects. Let us get back to
causes for A moment. Mr. Davies did touch
upon them and I desire to refer to one or
two matters to which he made mention. We
have to bear in mind that all this diseus-
sion about rationing of petrol is not due to
the fact that there is any world shortage
of petrol. It is not due to the fact that
there is any shortage of petrol available
to Australia, bot it is due to the fact that
the Prime Minister, in his desire to assist
the questionable financial and economie
policies of Sir Stafford Cripps, is slashing
dollar imports into Ausiralia. That is the
real reason for it. Yet Mr. Davies would
ask us to say that we should subseribe
to that poliey beeause it is patriotic!

Hon. H. Hearn: You would be called
unpatriotic if you did not!
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Hon. H. K. WATSON: If we do not sub-
mit to that line of thought we shall be
called unpatriotic. Let us have & look at
the other Empire countries and see what
they are doing. Let us see what other ecoun-
itry besides Australia is slashing imports
to bolster up the financial nostrums of Sir
Stafford Cripps. Is India doing it? No!
Is Pakistan doing it{? No!

Hon. G. Fraser: You would not expect
them to, would you?

Hon. H. K. WATSON: Is South Africa
doing jt? No! What about Canada? Is
Caneda doing it? No!

Hon. E. H. Gray: They are doing it in
New Zealand.

Hon. E. M, Davies: Canada is a dollar
country.

Hon. H. K. WATSON: Canada is sell-
ing its wheat and cheese to the Unifed
Kingdom. She will not accept sterling but
is insisting that the payment shall be in
dollars. She could have accepted payment
in sterling even if she is a dollar country.
Because Canada is demanding payment in
dollars, wounld any member say that Canada
is unpatriotic? Would any member say
to any British merchant who wanted his
full payment of 20s. in the £ for any goods
he sold, that he was unpatriotic because
of that{ I suggest, simply because one
takes a commonsense view of the position,
one cannot be ealled unpatriotic. The only
other country that has approached Austra-
lia in its determingtion to stick with Sir
‘Stafford Cripps and his policy threugh
thick and thin, is the New Zealand Govern-
ment,

The three Ministers concerned are, in my
opinion, inflieting serious and grievous
hardships on their respective peoples. That,
in a nutshell, is the reason why we have
a petrol shortage in Australia, ineluding,
of course, Western Ausiralia, Tt is mnot
due to any shortage of petrol but is simply
due to the determination of Mr. Chifley
that he shall maintain his organised short-
ages and will not permit, or not seek, a re-
arrangement of his financial dealings with
Britain and permit of ¢ven a small amount
of additional petrol coming in.

Hon. E. H. Gray: Are you speaking for
the Liberal Party?

Hon. H. K. WATSON: I agree with Mr.
Hall that the experience in Western Aus-
tralia, for the first month or a little longer

[COUNCIL]

after petrol rationing was deelared invalid,
clearly showed that in this State, with
the existing overall State supplies avail-
able, or perhaps with a very small addi-
tion, we could have got along satisfaciorily
without any rationing at all.

_Hon. E. H. Gray: It failed in a fort-
night.

Hon. H. K. WATSON: Ii failed when
Mr. Chifley, or other interests that were
keen on having rationing restored, started
all sorts of furphies about rationing being
reimposed. The best way to start a panie
is to say that rationing is to be reimposed.
If the people were secure in the knowledge
that rationing would not be imposed, and
the Prime Minister had made an appesal to
the people to aei like reasonable citizens,
1 think the public would have responded to
it. Unfortunately the Federal Government
did nothing like that, and so far as I am
concerned I suggest that instead of listen-
ing to the advice of Mr. Chifley, as one
member suggested, we should blame Mr.
Chifley for the position in which we find
ourselves today.

Hon. E. M. Davies: We have been doing
that all along.

THE CHIEF SECEETARY (Hon. H.
8. W. Parker—Metropolitan-Suburban—in
reply) [3.40]: I shall not take up the time
of the House in speaking at length in reply
to the debate, except to say that we know
it is essential to have some form of eontrol.
T agree with Mr. Davies that the States can-
not exercise that eontrol, which is really a
Federal - matter. It deals with a Federal
power in that the Commonwealth imports
the petrol and distributes it to the whole-
salers. Members will agree that it is in-
finitely better that that control should be
continued until the eonsumer actnally gets
his supplies.- In the circumstances, the
States have decided to hand over to the
Commonwealth, as Mr. Davies pointed out,
the power to control the retailing of petrol.

The reason for the introduction of the Bill
is that the Commonwealth is not empowered
to do that unless all the States vest it with
the necessary sauthority. The matter was
diseussed at length vesterday and members
seemed to agree that they could not aecept
the word of any Minister that the States
would agree to bring in any legislation.
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I have in mind the footwear Bill. Members
were satisfled that they could not aecept the
statement that although the States had
agreed to pass legislation, they would, in
fact, do so. In view of their attitude then,
members must sgree with me that it is es-
sential to pass this measure as a stand-hy
except with respect to the first porfion of
it to which effect will be given immediately.
That will enable us to ascertain where the
petrol within the State is located and bow
much is held by those who possess it. With
regard to the subsequent distribution, it will
be a matter for the Commonwenlth to de-
termine.

Personzlly I was not surprised last night
when members asked for the debate on the
Bill to be adjourned to eneble them to look
through its provisions. I trust Sir Charles
Latham has looked into it and has refreshed
his memory in respeet of what has been
done during the past few years.

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: You need not
try to be funny!

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I am not

being funny; I am serious.

Hon. Bir Charles Latham:
sound too serious to me.

The CHIEF SECHETAKY: It wounld
not; it does not matter! S8ir Charles said
what was proposed was cntirely divoreed
from what the Commonwealth did in the
past. On the contrary, it is entirely the
same. We are handing over to the Com-
monwealth power to do what it did hefore,
and it is the Commonwealth regulations that
we are adopting. No doubt Sir Charlea has
been able to Yook into that phase.

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: I did not say
that.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : Doubtless Sir
Charles will agree with that. I also notice
the absence of gne hon. member who last
night voiced such tremendous objections to
the Bill being introduced at this stage of
the session and claimed that he had not had
time to look through this and other Bills
that were introduced so late. He wanted
the debate adjourned so that he could look
throngh the Bill. But that very member
himself introduced a Bill last night at the
last minute. XNot only that, but he voted in
favour of thke adjournment of the debate on
the Bill now under diseussion, and yet he is
not in his seat today. He has gone away.

It does not
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Hon. A. Thomson: He has gone to attend
& show, .

The CHIEF SECRETARY : He has gone
to attend a show instead of remaining here
to attend to work of the whole of his con-
stituency! He wanted the debate adjourned
so that he could look into the Bill. Why did
he not say he would not bhe here today?
I do not blame him for attending the show,
but his absence indicates to me that he is
perfectly satisfied the Bill is all right.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Hon. J. A. Dimmift in the Chair; the
Chief Secretary in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 and 2—agreed to.
Clanse 3—Interpretation:

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: I
thank the Minister for his references to me,
but I wish he would quote what I sajd in-
stead of giving the Committee his own in-
terpretation,

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The question
is the adoption of Clanse 3.

Hou, Sir CHARLES LATHAM: That
is the clause I desire to discuss. The inter-
pretation of “invoked regulations” refers to
what appears on pages 207 to 233 of the
“Manual of Defence Transitional Legisla-
tion,” Second Addition. The mannal is
published by the Commonwealth and con-
tains the National Security (Liquid Fuel)
Regulations with the omissions and amend-
ments indicated in the s¢hedule fo the Bill.
I understand there are only two copies of
the mannal in this State, both being in the
possession of the Crown Law Department.
I endeavoured unsuecessfully this morning
to obtain a copy. I do not know how the
trade will be able to determine what is
necessary unless further cdpies of the
manual are printed and distributed amongst
them. I interpret the meaning of the re-
ference later on in the Bill fo mean that
the Government will be able to make such
gmendments as may he necessary. I bave a
copy of the regulations that we worked on
at the Liquid Fuel Board.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: What is the
date of the volume of regulations that you
have? T would like to see tt.
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The CHAIRMAN: Does Sir Charles de-
sire to answer the Chief Secretary's ques-
tion?

Hon Sir Charles Latham: I shall—as scon
as the Minister sits down!

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Very well.

Hon. 5ir CHARLES LATHAM: The
copy I have is the sixth edition and is dated
September, 1845, and has the printed amend-
ments made from time to time pasted in
on slips of paper.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The volume
which I have contains the regulations in
force-on the 1st January, 1948. They ap-
pear at pages 207 to 223. Sinee this vol-
ume was printed, other amendments have
been made; but I point out that we are

adopting the regulations as printed in this

volume, not as printed and amended. The
regulations will be available as soon &s
the Commonwealth .takes over the ration-
ing. The matter was considered very care-
fully and members may rest assured that
great care was bestowed by the draftsman
on the preparation of this measure.
Charles Latham need have no fear that the
drafting is ineorrect.

Clause put and passed.

-Clause 4—agreed to. )

Clause 5—Regulations:

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: I move

an amendment—

That in lines 2 and 3 of Subclause (4) the
words ‘‘Legislative Assembly and to each
member of the Legislative Couneil’? be struek
out and the words ‘‘State Parhament” in-
serted in Meu.

The Legislative Council takes precedence
over the Legislative Assembly.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I see no
objection to the alteration although I re-
gard it as altogether unnecessary. If
agreed to, it would involve the reprinting
of the Bill, which would then be szent to
another place and returned here. The Gov-
ernment is anxious that the Bill should be
passed as it wishes to deal with hoarders
of netrol. If it is the desire of the Com-
mittee—

Hon. W. J. Mann: It is the desire of this
Committee to do the right thing.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: T do not
think there is any point in placing the
lower hefore the upper, or the upper before
the lower.

Sir,

[COUNCIL.]

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: We ought to
adopt the proper procedure.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: When a.ll is
said and done, A comes before C. There
15 ho objeet in having the Bill reprinted
for pedantic reasons. I oppose the amend-
ment.

Hon. W. J. MANN: This is not altogether
a light matter, I challenge the Chief See-
retary to produce any statute of this State
in which the Legislative Assembly has taken
precedence over the Legislative Couneil,
The Chief Secretary made a featnre of the
drafting of the Bill and I am quite pre-
pared to believe that there is no sinister
motive behind this change. There is, how-
ever, clear evidence of loose drafting. No
member of this Committee is desirous of
holding up the measure and thus embarrass-
ing the Government; but we think we would
be remiss in our duty if we allowed this to
pass unchallenged. I suggest that those
responsible should be reprimanded and
warned to adopt the correct procedure in
future. .

The CHIEF SECRETARY: If it meets
with the wishes of members, I sghall, of
course, draw the attention of the drafts-
man to this bad error.

Hon. G. FRASER: I hope Sir Charles
Latham will not persevere with his amend-
ment. If we had continued our sitting
vesterday until 3 or 4 o’clock in the morn-
ing and an amendment like this had been
moved, I could have understood it. But
we have come here fresh today and there-
fore T eannot understand this objection. If
Sir Charles wishes to start a row between
the two Houses, here is his opportunity.

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: I am taking
out both Houses, and mentioning members
of Parliament.

Hon. G. FRASER: That is so, but we
would have to give reasons for the altera-
tion. Let this go and forget about it. No-
one loses anv caste because of this. I ean-
not see anvthing wrong with the amend-
ment, but if we persevere with it there
might he a fair sort of a go between the
two places, In addition, it means reprint-
ine and extra eost over a twopenny-half-
penny matter.

Hon, W. J. Mann: And a twopenny-half—
penny eost.



[30 SzpreMBER, 1949.]

Hon. G, FRASER: There would also
be extra work for the staff.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I point out
that as soon as Parliament is prorogued
there is no member of the Assembly. It
does not exist because there is no Parlia-
ment pending the gemeral election. If we
get down to technicalities there is no need
to send copies of the regulations to Legis-
lative Assembly representatives beeause they
do not exist.

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: They exist
until their successors are known on eleetion
day.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: They are
paid, but they do not exist. Parliament
cannat be called together because there are
.no members. It is prorogued. If members
look at the parliamentary pensions scheme
they will find the provision there is made
for the same reason.

Amendment put and negatived.
Clause put and passed.
Sitting suspended from 4.0 to 4.20 p.m.

Clanse 6—Invoked regﬁlations:

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: 1In
Subelanse (2) the Commonwealth Minister
is mentioned as the Minister of State for
Bupply and Shipping, and I would like to
point out that there is no such person, I
think this is meant to read “the Minister
for Shipping and Fuel.”

The Chief Secretary: In the regulations
the Minister is defined as the Minister for
Supply and Shipping.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: The
latest Commonwealth “Hansard” which I
have hefore me shows that the Minister for
Shipping and Fuel is Hon. W. P. Ashley,
and the Minister for Supply and Develop-
ment is Hon. J. I. Armstrong. In the
subelanse, T think the Minister should be
shown as the Minister for Shipping and
Fuel.

The Chief Secretary: We eertainly want
some alteration,

Hon. 8ir CHARLES LATHAM: 7
think we should alter it because, if it comes
to a question of law it might he a vital
point.

The Chief Seeretary: I will support what-
ever you move.
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Hon, Sir CHARLES LATHAM: I move
an amendmenft—
That in line 2 of Subelause (2) after the

word ‘‘for’’ the words ‘‘Supply and’’ be
struck out.

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: I move
an amendment—

"That in lines 2 and 3 of Subclause (2) after
the word *‘Shipping?’ the words ‘*and Fuel’’
be inserted.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to. .

Clauses 7 to 12—agreed to.
Clause 13:

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: 1
draw members’ attention to Subclause (4)
(¢). I think we should be a little more
liberal than is indicated in the subeclauvse.
Pcople are itinerant and move from place
to place, and very few see the “Government
Gazette”” I do not know how we can give
publicity other than through the “Govern-
ment Gazette,” but in many- country places

, it i3 not seen.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I had not
been given notice of this, but I do not know
what else ean be done.

Hon. 8ir Charles Latham: I do not sup-
pose it could be published in all newspapers.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The news-
papers usually obtain information from the
“Government Gazette.” However, if we say
it should be published in “The West Aus-
tralian,” a man who is in Port Hedland
might not sce a copy of that, cither, and it
would not be of much use. I doubt very
much whether anybody would be fined if he
supplied petrol in the circumstances.

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: If it were en-
forced, it would be a little hard.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I agree, but
I do not think we ean do much about it

Clause put and passed.
Clanses 14 to 16—agreed to.
Schedute

Han, Sir CHARLES LATHAM: I move
an amendment—

That in line 2 of the definition of *‘the Com-
monwealth Minister,”’ the words fSupply
and’’ be struck out.

Amendment put and passed.

Y
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Hon, Sir CHARLES LATHAM: I move
an amendment{—

That inp line 2 of the definition of *'The
Commonwealth Minister,”’ after the word
f“Shipping’’ the words ‘‘and TFuel’® be
ingerted.

Amendment put and passed.
The CHIEF SECRETARY: I move an
amendment—

That after Jtem 14 the following be in-
serted : —

14A. Regulation 34—Add the following sub-
regulations:—

(3) Where the board decides to revek2 a
license pursnant to the provisiong of this re-
gulation, the board shall cause writien notice
of its decision to be given to the license holder.

(4) Within geven days of roceipt of the
notice, the license holder may appeal to the
magistrate of a Local Court against the de-
eigion.

(5) The magistrate may confirm, reverse or
vary the decision and make suel order as to
the costs of the appeal as he shall consider
just and his determination shall he final.
This will permit of an appeal being made
where & license has been revoked or refused.
A similar right was not included in the
Commonwealth regnlations.

Amendment put and passed; the schedule,
as amended, agreed to.

Title—agreed to.

Bill reported with amendments and the
report adopted. .

Third Reading.

Bill read a third time and returned to
the Assembly with amendments.

MINISTERIAL STATEMENTS.
Chief .S'rcretar_g‘i and Reserves Bill (No. 2),

The CHIEF SECRETARY : Last evening
Mr, Davies, when speaking on the Reserves
Bill (No. 2) raised a question on Clause 9
dealing with portions of Cockburn Sound
Locations Nos. 351 and 839. The point
was that the Fremantle City Counecil had
made certain land availahle to the State
Housing (‘fommission as an inducement for
it to bunild houses there. When the sale
of these homes was contemplated, it be-
came necessary to subdivide the land into
Moeks, and the value was fixed at £600.
The hon. member wanted some information
concerning that sum. I assure the hon.
member that the £600 will not be added
to the cost of the land, but will be spent
in the makine of the road,
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Chief Secretary and Footwear Regulation
Act Amendment Bill,

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I promiged
yesterday to obtain information regarding
footwear legislation in the other States.
The position is as follows:—

Commonwealth: Commonwealth (Import)
Regulations amended Commonwealth Govern-
ment Gazette No. 56, 4th August, 1949—to
come into operation after three months, namely,
the 4th November next.

Queengland: Law amended in 1947 and in
operation,

New South Wales: No reply has been re
eeived.

Vietoria: Bill emhodying fooiwear confer-
ence resolutions now before Parliament.

Tasmania: Amendment has been recom-
mended—approved in prineiple by Cabinet.

South Australia: Bill drafted embodying re-
solutions of conference. Anticipate before
Parliament this session.

BILL—FISHERIES ACT AMENDMENT.
Assembly’s Message.

Message from the Assembly received and
read notifying that it had disagreed to the
amendment mede by the Council.

In Committee.

Hon. J. A, Dimmitt in the Chair; the
Chief Secretary in charge of the Bill.

Clause 10: Insert after the word “prin-
cipal’’ in line 24, page 4, the following:—

Provided that where an agent or servant
succeeds in recovering from his employer the
amount of fine and costs in which he bhas been
mulet, no convietion shall be recorded against
him.

The CHAIRMAN: The Assembly’s rea-
son for disagreeing is—

The amendment is not consistent with the
preceding part of Clanse 10; no provision is
made for expunging a econvietion from the
records of the court and, if such convietion
shonld be expunged, this should rot he de-
pendent on the ability of the defendant to re-
cover an indemnity from the employer.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I move—
That the amendment be not insisted on.
Hon. W. J. MANN: 1 intend to vote

against the motion. The reasons given by
another place may be legal, but they are

not commonsense and they do not reflect

verv much credit on Parliament. Sooner
or later some innocent perzon is going to
have a conviction or eonvictions recorded
against him in the charge books of the
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Police Depariment, which will be there for
all time. I discussed the matter with the
Minister in another place last night, and
.he agreed with the principle that a com-
vietion should not be recorded against a
person who was merely conveying fish
from one place to snother, but said that
it was rather late and there was some diffi-
culty about framing a new provision.

However, I am not going to allow’ this
state of affairs to exist without a protest.
The faet that the Government desires that
a person who has been fined shsll be given
the rather extraordinary opportunity of
having the convictions suspended for three
months in order that he may institute pro-
ceedings against the employer for the re-
covery of the fine and costs is a fair indi-
cation that the Governmenti recognises such
individual may easily have been guiltless.
Therefore, some provision for expunging
the convietion should have been included
in this Bill.
« The CHIEF SECRETARY: It is an
offence now for anyone to be in possession
of undersized fish po matter what the eir.
cumsiances. This Bill is intended fo give
some relief to an employee of a fisherman—

Hor. W. J, Mann: A servant or agent.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yes. For
instance, it may be the man in the market,
who tells the inspeétor that he has just
received a box of fish and states whence
he reeeived it. In that case, the person re-
sponsible for catehing the fish ean be
traced. But if that sort of thing had been
going on week after week, and the man
had been seclling ondersized fish for the
fisherman, he would be culpable and should
be dealt with aecordingly. Nevertheless,
under this measure he would be able to re-
cover the fine and costs from the employer.
That having been done, we cannot very
well do any more.

The amendment is not logieal, because it
is necessary for a conviction to be recorded
before a man ean proceed to collect from
the employer. Let us take the position of
a man who is deliberately carting under-
sized fish. He refuses to give the name
of his employer and is duly fined. A few
days afterwards he goes to the police
station and savs, “I have ecollected my fine
from the ewployer. Please strike out the
convietion.” Would that not be a simple
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way of defeating the purpose of this Aet.
namely, to stop the taking and killing of
undersized fish?

Hon. G. BENNETTS: Does this refer
to undersized fish for sale or for use as a
fertiliser?

The Chief Secretary: It does not matter
what it is for.

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: You are not
allowed to catch them.

The’ Chief Secretary: You would not have
any fish in Esperance harbour if it were
allowed!

Hon. G, BENNETTS: That is what I
was thinking about. I was there recently
with the fisheries inspector and I saw a man
taking away two bags of undersized skip-
jack, He told me he was obtaining them
as fertiliser for his garden. I do mnot know
whether he knew he was doing wrong, I
told the inspeetor about it and he did not
seem to bother.

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment not insisted on.

Resolution reported, the report adopted
and a message accordingly returned to the
Asserably.

BILL-COMPANIES ACT
AMENDMENT (No. 2).

Assembly's Message.

Message from the Assembly received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the
amendment made hy the Couneil.

BILL—T'OOTWEAR REGULATION ACT
+ AMENDMENT.

Assembly’s Message.

Message from the Assembly received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the
amendments made by the Couneil.

BILL—LOAN (No. 2), £11,720,000.
Second Reading.

Debate resnmed from the previous day.

HON. . BENNETTS (South) [4.85]: I
do not intend to say mmeh about the Bill; -
but as the Government is dealing in such
a large amount of money, and as this is
the last time I shall be #ble to speak in a
general way for abont 10 months, I would
like to ask whether some of the funds to
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be made available can be speni in my pro-
vinee, I consider that quite a lot of money
was wasted in the reeent cartage of tomatoes
and the bringing in of second-class traffie
from the Eastern Btates, which resulted in
a certain loss to our Railway Department.
All the iraffic that came from the Eastern
States was carted by road and was second-
class traffie.

Some of the money mentioned in the Bill
will, T hope, be spent in giving greater
assistance to prospectors, who are the means
of developing the outback parts of the
State and bringing in revenue, I am greatly
coneerned about the need for spending more
money on road-making. I know that the
sums provided for main roads come from
the Commonwealth Government, but I hope
that something will be done to roads in out-
back districts to encourgge decentralisation.
I am thinking particularly of the roads be-
tween Norseman and Kalgoorlie, and be-
tween Esperance and Ravensthorpe. T
_would like to see money allecated for addi-
tions to the Kalgoorlie hospital, which are
badly needed.

I would also like to see a high school
provided at Esperance,, and I am greatly
coneerned about the need for a flat rate
for water for people in rural areas and on
the Eastern Goldfields. I noticed a report
in the “Kalgoorlie Miner” of Tuesday last
in which it was indicated that at a meeting
of the Kalgoorlie Munieipal Couneil dis-
satisfaction was expressed regarding the
delay in the completion of workbrs' hemes
on the Goldfields. Both the Kalgoorlie eoun-
cil and the Boulder counecil, as well as the
local road board and the 2nd/28th Bat-
talion have built many homes on the Gold-
fields, and I hope that the Government
scheme will be speeded up. The Govern-
ment made many promises during the last
election as to what would be done with re-
gard to schools and hospitals, and T hope
those promises will be honounred.

Half of Kalgoorlie is sewered already
but, in spite of repeated requests to the
Government for assistance to finish the job,
so far no further funds have been made
available. T hope the Government will now
provide the necessary money for this pur-
pose. Something showld be done to improve
the srhool accommodation at Norseman and
arrancements should be made to clean ount
the silt from the dam there. T have re-
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ceaved letters from the Yilgarn Road Board
and the Mingenew Road Board on the seh-
Jjeet of woil erosion,

I am informed that the mefbers of the
Soil Conservation Committee who recently
visited those districts gave valuable adviee,
but the opinion of the people in that area
seems to be that they are expected to do
too mueh of the necessary work with their
own ordinary farm plant. Soil erosion is
becoming a scrious problem ih many parts
of the State and, in the opinion of these two
road boards, assistance should be given,
through the making available of staff to
give adviee and of plani to be used on the
work, in an endeavour to curtail the effects
of soil erosion. I hope the Government will
do something to assist in this direction. I
support the Bill.

HON. . A. THOMSON (South-East).
(3.2]: This will probably be the last ocea-
sion upon which I will speak in this House.
I desire briefly to touch on a matter to,
which I have frequently said greater atten-
tion should be paid. I notice that £50,000
is provided in the Loan Estimates for pine
planting and forest regeneration. At pre-
sent in Western Australin we are cutting
our timber faster than it can be grown. It
is easy to visualise that in the not far
distant future there ;will be a considerable
shortage of timher in this State. ., I think
it is up to the Government, through our
sthools, to eneourage and cultivate in the
yvoung people of the community a genuine
spirit of silvieulture and forest regemera-
tion.

We should impress on our farmers ithat
they should make a practice of planting a
small area of trees each ydar on their pro-
perties. I bave on more than one oceasion
referred to the anomaloas position that arose
when Awstralia, in vears gone by, imported
wattle bark from Sonth Afriea for tanning
purposes, though the seed of that wattle
was originally obtained by South Afriea
from Australia. Again I urge the Govern-
ment, through the Eduecation Department,
to encourage the planting of trees. T he-
lieve that for every tree that is eut down
today another should he planted for the
benefit of future generationa.

I congratulate the Government on many
of its proposed works., Tn spite of all the
difficulties with which it has been faced,

-
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on the whole it has done an excellent job.
I extepd to you, Sir, to members and the
staff of Parliament my thanks for the
courtesy that has always been extended to
me here, and I trust that the State of West-
ern Australia will continue to prosper,

HON. E. H. GRAY {West) [5.5]: Mem-
bers representing the West Provinece are
particularly interested in this measure,
which includes an item of £1,040,000 for the
provision of works for the improvement of
harbour and river facilities, particulerly
at Fremantle. This is an ambitious pro-
gramme and I hope that the Government
will be snceessful in its plans in this re-
gard. Irrespective of Party, we all desire
to see governmental works carried out effi-
ciently and svecessfully. Those of us in-
terested in harbour extension have a par-
ticular interest in the proposed plans for
the extension of Fremantle harbour.

Some concern has been expressed to me
by residents of Riverside-drive, East Fre-
mantle. I do not know whether State or
Commonwealth officers were responsible,
and the householders do not seem to know
much ebout it; but they have told me that
their cottages were inspected and measured
and that the officer said it was proposed
to widen Riverside-drive and that it weuld
be necessary to resume cottages and other
buildings in that area. If may have been
a Btate officer acting on behalf of the Com-
monwealth, hecause that road leads to
HAM.A.S. ““Leeuwin,’’ the headquarters of
the Navy in this State.

If resumption is necessary there to widen
that road, T hope accommodation will be
found for those whose homes are to be re-
sumed; bot if the road was wide enough
for the heavy fraffie during the war years,
I do not think it should be necessary for
it to be widened duoring the present homs-
ing shortage. If that resumption is pro-
posed by the Commonwealth, T would like
the Chief Secretary to make representa-
tions to the Federal members who repre-
sent that area. It may be a small matter,
but it is of vital importance to the persons
whose homes are ipvolved. T understand
that it will affect also a new faetory that

has not long been in operation. I support

the Bill.
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HON. R, M. FORREST (North) [5.10]-
1 was interested in the speech of the Chief
Secretary when he dealt with the Loan Esti-
mates. I notice that an item of £417,000
is shown as the loss on the State Shipping
Service. That sounds & great amount but
it was stated that £213,000 was accounted.
for by the major overhaul of one vessel.

We look upon the State Shipping Service -

as a public utility and not as a State trad-
ing coneern, because its function is to serve
the North-West coast. The State vessels
cannot be run at a profit at the present
time when there is such a big debt owing,
on the servige.

If the Government intends to run thab
service as & State trading concern, the
-sooner it gets,rid of the ships the better.
In order to make up some of that loss the
Government has raised freights by as much
as 100 per cent. in some cases. A popula-
tion of about 6,000 living in the North-
West is expected to pay an increase im
freights amounting to £100,000 per annum,
which works out at about £15 per head,
whereas for the rest of the State, with &
population of perhaps 400,000, the increases
in freight will amount to ahout £500,000,
or £1 5s. per head.

It is extraordinary that whenever the
Government requires money it imposes
hardship on the North-West. We know that
the priee of wool is high at present, but we
were surprised when the Government raised
the freight on wool from 17s. 6d. per bale
to £1 17s. 9d. per bale, an average inerease
of £1 per bale on all wool carried by the
State Shipping Service. Members will have
read in the Press recently about the shearing
shed at Corunna Downs Station having been
burnt to the ground. That is the second
shearing shed in two years burned in that
district.

We have a good idea who was responsible
for the destruction of those sheds, and I
bope the Government will make a full in-
vestigation into the incident of a few weeks
ago where the shearing shed and the whole
of the equipment was destroyed. Members
are aware that two years ago the shearing
shed at Boodarrie Station was burned dowrr
in similar circumstances, though it was sup-
posed to be an aecident. However, when
sheep are brought out ofea shed alight,
kerosene having been sprinkled over them,
we know that wool does not ordinarily burp

L
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in that way. That shed was deliberately
burnt down and now there has been another
such occurrence. I {rust the Government
will have a full investigation of what hap-
pened at Corunna Downs.

We were disappointed that the Govern-
ment did nof see fit to lift housing restric-
tions in the North-West. The more houses
that are built in that part of Western Aus-
tralia, the better it will be for everyone.
The people are leaving the North-West and
statistics show that the population is be-
coming less every year, I claim, and I
think every North-Wester claims, that the
Government should give every eneourage-
ment to house-building in the North-West.
The other day I received a letter from a
person who lives in the country. This per-
son has a block of land in Cottesloe and he
forwarded me a copy of the letter he re-
ceived from the State Housing Commission.
This man wishes to build flats on his
block of land and I would like to read to
the House the conditions regarding that
permit.

The Chief Secretary: What is the date
of the letter?

Hon. R. M. FORREST: The date is
omitted, but it has only recently been sent
to me. The conditions under which the
permit would be granted were: —

{(a) A limit of £1,150 per flat, including
arehitect’s fees and other costs and exelud-
ing value of the land.

(b) Rent propused to be charged to be
approved by the State Housing Commission
and such rent to be maintained during the
currency of building controle.

(c) State Hpusing Commission to nomin-
ate the temants.

I think that is carrying things a bit too far.
I can imagine how many private people
would be prepared te build flats under those
conditions! Surely private people who re-
ceive permits to build flats should have the
right to say who will live in those flats
when they are completed. It means that
the Government, or the State Housing Com-
mission, would like people to build flats
anid then have the say as to who shall occupy
them. Maybe some undesirable people
would be put into the flats, and that is
definitely not right. I support the Bill,

HON. J. & HISLOP (Metropolitan)
[5.18}: T would like to congratulate the
Government on many of the plans that it
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has for the future improvement of this
State, and I think the Government hsas
some major projeets in fromt of it. The
Government must alsg be congratulated for
having earried through its plans and activi-
ties during the last three years. It is obvi-
ous that the Government has a knowledge
of the Stiate’s needs, because that is re-
flected in the loan measure which have heen
presented to us. There are a number of
interesting points that can be discmssed in
regard to the Loan Bill, and first of all I
would like to have a word or two to say
about the railways and tramways.

We all know that at present there is
a suggestion to spend large sums of money
either upon the rehabilitation of our rail-
ways or the alteration of our present gauge
to a uniform one. If is interesting to see
in the Bill that there is provision for £2,500,-
000 for rollingstock and £600,000 for addi-
tions and improvements to opened railways.
Quite 2 lot can be done to improve our
present railway system without spending
vast sums of money upon it. I would like to
explain the difficulties that still confront the
traveller to this State from the Eastern
States. I wonder whether some co-operation
of railway services in the varions States,
and with the Commonwealth, could be
arranged.

It is quite certain that the introduciion
of the ceniral rail control, as is contem-
plated for the Bunbury route, will provide
tremendous improvements, and it is a pity
that it iz not also proposed to adopt the
ceniral rail control method with regard to
the Perth-Kalgoorlie section because that
would lessen considerably the time taken
for that journey. TFrom inquiries I
made I learned that beeause of the absence
of this central “control the express stops
40 times hetween Perth and Kalgoorlie.
Each stop is necessary hecause of the pre-
sent electrical staffing arrangements. I
also understand that each of these stops
takes up at least seven or eight minutes and
therefore it is more than likely that be-
tween five and six hours are occupied purely
in carrving out a system which has been
with us for so many yvears and which is
now rendered obsolete.

If this control system could bhe intre-
dueed it is possihle that the journey from

.here.to Kalgoerlie, even under present con-

ditions, could be carried out in 12 hours.
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The journey from Kaleoorlie to Port Pirie
could be speeded up from something like
39 hours to 26 hours. Then, surely the de-
lay which occurs in allowing passengers to
travel through South Australia conld be
eliminated. Under present conditions the
traveller reaches Adelaide at 1.15 and does
not depart for Vietoria until 6.40 p.m. It
is interesting to see, after a period of years,
the way the travelling has altered. When
I first travelled on that train, in 1919 and
subsequent years, it was g train used mostly
by businessmen. Today there is hardly a
businessman using that train due to the
faet that air services take business people
so much more quickly to their destinations.
Burely it would be possible, when improve-
ments to the system are made, to so reduce
the travelling time on the trains as to make
them onee more an appealing proposition
to the businessman.

When travelling back in this direction
one finds that there is a considerable delay
of four hours in Adelaide and another de-
lay, sometimes three or four hours, in Kal-
goorlie.  Then, hecause of our lack of
modern methods, it takes the traveller
eight hours to travel from Merredin to
Perth—a distance of 160 miles. In that
distance of 160 miles—ecoming baek tuv wy
first point—there are something like 20
stopping places for the express. Even with-
out the expenditure of large sums of money,
surely it should be possible eonsiderably
to improve the serviee by the introduetion
of zome modern methods, plus the elimina-
tion of delay.

The second point of interest is to see
the expenditure on tramways. I wonder
whether it would not he possible to devise
a scheme whereby we could get rid of the
queueing of large numbers of people wait-
ing for busses to take them to their smh-
urban destinations, I doubt whether any
larze city could continue to carry out our
methods. Wounld it not be much better to
permit the busses to travel from one side
of the metropolitan area to the other—
west to east, or north to south? We counld
possibly extend that and permit certain
husses to travel from east to north or south.
That would give them a clear run through
the entire city and they eould pick uwp
people at certain, or possibly numerous,
stops.
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At the moment there is a terrific bottle-
neck of traffic because busses travel up
William-street and turn into St. George's-
terrace to wait for passengers. The people
waiting for busses at that point probably
comprise the larger section of the popula-
tion in the metropolitan area. That state
of affairs would not be allowed to comtinue
in a ecity which had possibly double the
population of Perth. Consideration should
be given to introducing a system of traffic
control which would allow a much morxe
free entrance and exit of husses to and from
the eity.

Every traveller who has visited other
parts of the Commonwealth will recollect
that in this State the traffic lights have stil}
not been installed. It always amazes me
when I pass through the city about meal
time—either about midday or in the even-
ing—just as business is ending, to see a
sort of free-for-all oceur with the pedes-
trians and motorists because the man on
point duty has possibly looked at his watch
and decided to go off. I am quite certain
that the introduction of traffie lights would
ipstil into the minds of the public the need
to stop at cross-sections.

Neither the pedestrians nor the meotorists
in this Staie have really learned the value
of safety in driving. It would be interesting
to find out the number of actual fatalities
that have oeceurred at street erossings
around the metropolitan area. I am quite
cerfain that bhecause we have not yet, as
2 people, learned fo stop at these danger
points, the nomber of accidents has been
large. TIf we could introduce traffic lights
in the centre of the city for a start, it would
bring a consciousness to the mind of the
public of the need for stopping and for
feontrol at city erossings..

There are one or two other interesting
matters in regard to the Loan Bill and T
would draw attention to the item of £150,000
for the purchase of a grain distillery af
Collie. T trust that the Government realises
the immense valne of continuing with the
suggested plan of conversion of our wheat
into another cereal such as edible rice. All
our surplus could be dealt with in this way
and meet a need which exists in g0 many
other countries for this article of food.

Hon. L. Craig: Do you think they will
accept the wheat product when rice returns
to the market?
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Hon. J. G. HISLOP: I believe that the
whole plan which has been approved and
accepted and which has worked out so well
in other parts of the world, particularly in
America, has proved thet the cost of grow-
ing rice will always be so high that there
will be a shortage for many years to eome.
There is a vast population looking for rice
which ean be sold to them at a price con-
siderably below that at which they can pro-
duece it in their own -country.

Hon, L. Craig: Has this wheat product
the same food content as rice?

Hon. J. G. HISLOP: I have eaten it and
it is very difficnlt for me to tell the differ-
ence between it and rice. ’

Hon, L. Craig: What about its food con-
tent?

Hon, J. G. HISLOP: They are both
cereals and the flavour of the new rice leaves
very little to be desired. I believe it is some-
thing which would earn for this State a
considerable number of dollars and bring
s palatable food to a vast number of people
who today are short of the commodity. The
market for such rice is not a limited one.
Although it would appeal at first tre-
mendously to the Philippines, there iy that
'vast army of people living in India who
«wlesire more rice than they can purchase to-
vday. 1 think the price of our commodity
zould compete exiremely favourably with
anything that is produced in the United
States of Ameriea, for sale in thé areas I
bave mentioned. I do not think we would
run infto any dollar problems—

Hon, L. Craig: We wounld now.

Hon. J. G. HISLOP: —on acconnt of the
devaluation of the pound sterling, becansm
we would bring back to our State some dol-
lars. But even with the reduction of the
ponnd in dollar value, there will still he
a large market for the quantity that Western
Australin can produce. T hope the Govern-
ment will interest itself in this matter, whieh
will necessitate working in associafion with
the Australian Wheat Board and the Com-
monwealth Government. However, I be-
Jieve we have, in Western Australia, some-
thing here that could develop into one of
our major industries. I think I have said
sufficient without giving other details
which I have acquired on this ques-
tion, beeause all I desire at the moment
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is to inferest the Qovernment in the tre-
mendous possibilities this particular scheme
offers.

I notice the sum of £5,000 is provided
for the College of Agriculture. I admit
that I am not aa fait with the details and
the whole of the ramifications of research
in agriculture in this State, but I would
like to see some day not only the College
of Agrieulture expanded, but an actual de-
portment of research established similar to
the \Waite Institute in South Australia.
The research which has already been done
in agriculture in this State has been of
immense value and of tremendous interest
to many other parts of the world. I be-
lieve, if our officers were given a research
department completely free from the neces-
sity of making research into our actual
needs, that when research was undertaken
it wounld receive even wider acknowledg-
ment throughout agricultural research de-
partments in other parts of the world.

In my opinion, the work which has been
done already by Dr. Bennetts on lyper-
oestrenaemia, which has developed from
feeding on our pastures, has been recog-
nised throughout the world as of an ex-
tremely high standard, and I would like
eventually to see his achievement given the
Tecognition it deserves, and a department
set aside purely for research. I eonld speak
on a number of items under this heading,
but T think those I have dealt with are the
ones which are of the most outstanding in-
terest to me personally and I trust that
they have been of interest to members
generally.

There is one matter that is giving me
considerable concern which T would like
to discuss with members of this Honse. It
should probably be mentioned that it is
purely a finaneial one, and I therefore feel
justified in referring to it. I would like to
draw members’ attention to the fact that
the work of Governments has increased tre-
mendously in the last few years., War has
brought about a tremendously difficunlt
state of affairs which has resulted in Gov-
crnments and Government departments
taking an ever-inereasing part in the com-
munal life. This is adding to the burden
of Government departments in a way which
we have never before contemplated.
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Even during this session I have seen
these burdens growing upon members of
the Government. I have seen men whom
we have chosen to lead us put to physical
and mental strain which I do not think is
justified- I have seen men who have obvi-
ously been straining to do the work which
is necessary in their departmenis to bring
to Parliament measures for improvement in
conditions generally, and those Bills have
given evidence of the work which these men
have done. I hhve then seen these men
spend long hours in order to ensure that
these measures promoted the volume of dis-
cussion which they felt was mnecessary in
order that the Bill should eventually pass
throngh Parliament. In between this work,
which is strenuous enough, I find members
of the Government being called upon to
travel to distant parts of the State to meet
deputations, open bazaars,, or do any other
type of work which they may be called upon
- to undertake by their constituents or, in
fact, by the constituents generally of all
electorates. -

I do not think that the strain of this
sort of work ean go on indefinitely, and I
would appesl to the Government and mem-
bers of Parliament generally to take stock
of the need for an inerease in the number
of Ministers or the appointment of junior
Ministers, whichever may be considered
the wiser, or the appointment of commit-
tees to assist Ministers in order that we
do not see repeated that whieh I have al-
ready seen in the years I have been in this
Honse—men who have done this work actu-
ally destroying their physical health in the
interests of the community.

Personally, I consider that we, as think-
ing members of Parliament, should get to-
gether and diseuss whether there is not some
better way in which dur talents can be nsed
in the publi¢c interest without calling upon
a ecrtain number of men fo saerifice them-
selves physically and mentally, I believe
the time has arrived when we should say
that there shall no longer be any question
of those appointed as full Minisiers hand-
ing out portion of their salaries so that men
or women may be appointed Honorary
Ministers, to do very much the same class
of work. I do not think the puoblic any
longer expects us to do that sort of thing.
" If we genuinely accept what we all know
is true, that the work of government has
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increased tremendously, we must take some
new measures to meet the position and, in
so doing, I believe we should receive the

_approval of the public.

1 suggest that we should not use one man,
as we are using the Chief Secretary, and
put him under the strain to which he has
been subhjected in this last week of having
to present every Bill to this House because
one Minister is absent on aceount of having
already overworked bhimself, If this House
is to conlinue, then Ministers must receive
more support from members, which could
be done by allowing them to do some of
the work or by the appointment of jumior
Ministers. As a result of the present sys-
tem, we realise that there exists amongst
members gencrally a certain amount of dis-
satisfaction because we feel that we have
to a large extent been dissociated from
those of our own Party. We should not
have that feeling. We ought to feel that
we are in a position to offer our serviees.
Becanse we bave been elected by the people
85 members, we should be able tg offer our
services to the Ministers and the depart-
ments requiring our assistance,

I speak quite seriomsly when I say we
have to take stock of the position, realising
that the present state of affairs ecannot be
allowed to continue, that the work has in-
creased so greatly and that we cannot ask
men to earry this burden for very long
periods without taking too big a toll of
their physical reserves. This sort of thing
is happening, not only here, but also in
Parliaments and Governments almost
throughout the world, and it is becoming
an accepted fact that a man who holds a
bigh office has not long physically to remain
in office,

One expresses amazement at times that
certain individuals have heen able to earry
the burden of office over a long period, but
this is possible beeause they are men of a
particular temperament, Office shonld not
be possible only to men of that tempera-
ment; it should be possible to all who have
been elected to sit in Parliament, and they
should not be called npon to saerifice them-
selves unduly, either flnaneially, physically
or mentally, in the service of the Parlia-
ment and the State,
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HON. W. J. MANN (Sonth-West)
[544]: I take this opportunity to make
a few remarks on the Bill mainly to con-
gratulate the Government wpon this evi-
dence of its long-range planning for the im-

provement of many of the services scattered

throughout the State. It has been said that
this is a record Loan Bill for its finanecial
magnitude, I think it can be equally well
said that it is also a record so far as it
covers the whole of the State and envisages
projects that, when time and circumstances
have permitted of their being brought to
fruition, will be pgreatly appreciated and
will prove to be advantageous to the State.

Hon. G. Fraser: A lot on paper, but not
carried out.

Hon. W. J. MANN: It is better to have
them on paper than not at all, Some of
these items appear for the first time. If
the hon. member will east his mind back, he
will recall that quite a number of these
items have been long sought and that there
was nothing to prevent other Governments
from including them in the Loan Bills, even
though they were only appearing on paper.
1t iz better to have tried and failed than
mever to have tried at all. I have not hesi-
tated to criticise the present (Government.
I believe even the Chief Secretary will agree
with that remark.

"The Chief Secretary: Quite.

Hon. W, J. MANN: However, it is our
right and privilege to criticise, and we do
it with the best intentions. I am not going
to be behind, either, when it comes to offer-
ing a Government my congratulations on
the work it has done, In the aftermath
of all wars right through history, the task
of governing a country has alweys proved
very diffienlt, and I believe it has been ex-
tremely difficnlt since the end of the recent
war in particular.

Hon. . Fraser: You did not think that
three vears ago.

Hon. W. J. MANN: Let the hon. member
state where I gave voice to anything of that
:zort, He would have a job to find any
statement of mine that did not give credit
when eredit was due, even to the Govern-
ment that the hon. member supported. The
present Government has experienced very
difficult conditions, much more difficult than
those that eonfronted its predecessors, and
has made a valiant sttempt to achieve some-
thine worth while,

[COUNCIL.}

Reference has heen made by Dr. Hislop
to the position at what was intended fo be
the power aleohol plant at Collie. That
plant, through no fault of the State Govern-
ment, has stood idle for quite a long time,
but we are hopeful that it will now ae-
complish all that has been promised. I
have no knowledge of the food value of
the synthetic rice proposed to be manufae-
tured there, but have been told that if it
were put before me, together with a bowl
of real rice, I would have some difficulty in
deciding which was whieh. If we can reach
that standard, it will be very helpful.

I ain glad that the Government has in-
terested itself in the purchase of the flax
mill at Boyup Brock. We have proved that
we can produce flax of very high quality,
and we have the technicians there who, if
assisted and encouraged, ean develop the
industry into something of appreciable size
that will be able to compete with the pro-
duets of other countries. We can certainly
turn out a produect that is equal in every
respect to, if not better, than that of a
great many other States. On the question
of harbour and river improvements, T am
glad to see that the Bunbury harbour is at
last to receive some real improvement. The
efforts in the past have been more or less
piecemeal and, in my opinion, were doomed
to failure. The new plan is very much more
likely to give us & worthwhile harbour. No
mention is made of a harbour at Busselton
or Flinders Bay, but possibly these may be
provided for in Item 11, ‘“‘Improvements
to Harbours and Rivers.”’ I hope that is
s0.

The day is not far distant when Flinders
Bay will once more be used as a harbour.
I recollect in the early days of the timber
industry that one scarcely ever went to
Flinders Bay without seeing one or two
ships loading timber. Those days probably
will not return, but we may see the day
when the produce of the rich area, extend-
ing hack towards Busselton and to Nanoup
and Albaay, will be exported from Flinders
Bay. An excellent harbour could be formed
there with the advantage of ample deep
water close to the shore, The difficulties to
be fonnd in other ports of the South-West
do not exist at Flinders Bay.

I wish to add a word or twe {o what Dr.
Hislop said about research stations. T
hope the next research station to be estab-
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lished will be in the lower South-West, be-

cause that is where one is most urgently re-
quired, I hope, too, that the question of
soil erosion will not be allowed to drop, as
there is ample room for research in that
conneetion. In the South-West we have
not much cause to complain about soil ero-
sion, but later on we may have as regards
water erosion. That is a question to which
the Government might give attention. I
support the Bill.

HON. H. HEARN (Metropolitan)
[5.53]: 1, like other members, wish to con-
gratulate the Government on the schedule
of works get out in the Loan Bill, I shall
refer to one or two matters of intense in-
terest to metropolitan members who, as my
friend Mr, Bennetts said, represent big busi-
ness. First, I wish to say how delighted
we are to see that a sum of money is being
provided for the metropolitan power and
gas scheme. In that connection I would
say that private enterprise during the last
few months has borne a heavy burden owing
to the breakdown occasionally of the power
supply.

The very fact that employers will still
have to engage in business over such a long
period hefore we reach security in regard
to power supply speaks well for the toler-
ance of industry; while the further fact that
employers and employees have been able
to get together, resolve their differences and
continue working notwithstanding the con-
tinued interruptions, in almost total employ-
ment, reflects great credit upon both em-
ployers and employees.

Hon. E. M. Davies: The lion laid down
with the lamb!

Hon. H. HEARN: Yes. That is supposed
to be the gateway to heaven! As I said
last night, it is reiterated so often that
every man who employs labonr must of
necessity be a rogue and vagabond. That is
the theory to which my friend Hon. George
Bennetts snhseribes. However, during the
past few months the employers have stood
up to their obligations and have received
the co-operation of their employees. I would
like to pay tribute to all who made it pos-
sible to bring ebout that state of affairs.

With regard to the provision of £50,000
for pine planting, purchase of land and
forest regeneration, T spoke last year about
the value of our pioe plantations to the
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State. I wish that we could have many
more, as I think that in the eoming year
we will not be facing the same diffienlties
as confronted us last year. That is because
of the influx of migrants. Seeing that we will
have more labour available, we shall be able
to proceed with a more vigorous policy of
planting the necessary and vital softwoods -
which we need so urgently and which pos-
terity will also require.

We are af present just heginning to veap
the harvest of the foresight of previous
Governments in planfing these pines, My
owh company is constantly using pine which
grew in the Mundaring district. It is pleas-
ing to me to se¢ the log come from Mun-
daring and redueed to plywood in my own
works at Welshpool. T also note that a
considerable sum of money has been put
on one side for the development of the
State Saw Mills and the purchase of plant.
In these days that is, in my opinion, all to
the good. The State Saw Mills have done
a wonderful job and their serviee to the
business interests of the State during the
war years and since has been marvellous.
I am glad the Government .is alive to the
faet that it is necessary to keep this State
enterprise right up to date, as it stands
well in competition with outside companies.

I also notice that a sum of money has
heen allocated for the development of the
Welshpool undertakings. I congratulate the
Government upon the sueccessful develop-
ment of those industries, and I also pay
a tribute to the previous Government that
initiated the scheme. We must face up to
our responsibilities with regard to secondary
industries and the Welshpool factories have
made a congiderable contribution in that re-
spect. Realising as I do the extreme ur-
geney of our housing problems, I would
point out that the Government must do
comething as early as possible to hasten
the release of permits for industrial build-
ings. Anything that can be done to en-
courage the expansion of our secondary in-
dustries will bring in a harvest of reward
in the next few years. Industry generally
is very disturbed at the fact that for the
moment all industrial permiis have prac-
tically ceased. I hope that very soon the
position will be eased, I support the second
reading.
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THE OCHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. H.
8. W. Parker—Metropolitan-Snburban—in
reply) [6. l] I do not propose to take up
much time in replying to the debate or to
deal with all the matters that have been
raised, because I think most of them were
fully eovered in my opening remarks,
There are however, one or two subjeets to
which I would like to refer.

The unfortunate happenings in connec-
tion with the burning down of the shear-
ing sheds in the Pilbara district were
referred to by Mr. Forrest, who asked that
a full investigation be made. I would like
to remind members that that is done auto-
matically, and I have not the
doubt that the people making this investi-
gation know all about it. But knowing
about an offence is one thing and bringing
the offender to justice is another. It is a
question of obtaining the necessary evi-
dence and supporting a ease in court., The
hon. member need not fear, however, that
the Government, through its proper officers,
has not already acted as far as it can with
a view to bringing to justice those
responsible.

With regard to the raising of freights,
I would point out that the freights on the
coast are nothing like as high as. those
eisewhere. The Government is fully alive
to the fact that the State Shipping Service
is a Government instrumentality and not
a profit-making concern.  Unfortunately
the losses are very great. However, we
cannot carry goods up North for nothing.
Dr. Hislop referred to the distillery at
Collie. Negotiations in that respect have
been taking place for some time and have
only just recently been finalised. The
property is being purchased for the pur-
pose of manufacturing synthetic rice, and
we hope that the negotiations will result
in a plant for that purpose being estab-
lished. .

Considerable research in agrieulture is
being carried out; but I would remind
members that we have a population of only
500,000 and that we have a tremendous
amount to do in the way of research, with-
out sufficient means or population fo do it
all. We are doing as much as we can in
the eircumstances. I do not wish to offend
any members by not referring to matters
they have mentioned, but I did not take
full notes of them. I would like to refer

slightest,

[COUNCIL.]

to Mr. Thomson’s remarks about the im-
portance of reforestation. I can assure
the hon. member that that matter is well
in hand, and as far as possible the Forests
Department sees that as many trees are
put in as are taken out. I think that in
some other debate I mentioned that the
new mills are being planned on the basis
that for every tree cut another will be
planted. That is the general policy, and
the department is very much slive to the
extraordinarily great value of reforestation
and the need for proper control of the
catting of timber.

I would like to take this opportunity of
congratulating Mr. Thomson on his very
many years of service fo the State.

Members: Hear, hear!

The CHIEF SECRETARY : Both in this
House and elsewhere he has been a man
who, without fear or favour, has expressed
his thonghts; and that is what we all want.
Perhaps we do not like to hear them some-
times, but it is men of that type, who will
express their thoughts fearlessly, that we
need. I sincerely trust he will have many
vears in which to enjoy life away from the
difficulties, the hard words and the hard-
ships of Party politics, I think we ecan
say that Mr. Thomson has served the State
and his electors well, and that he retires
with the goodwill of every member of
this Chamber.

Members: Hear, hear!

The CHIEF SECRETARY: It is unfor-
tunate we have to say au revoir to mem-
bers, but it is only right that we should

not expect them to continue when | they
have really earned refirement.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, ctc.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

Bill read a third time and passed.

BILLS (2)—RETURNED,

"1, Wheat Industry Stabilisation Aect
Amendment.

2, Marketing of Eggs Act Amendment
(No. 2).
Without amendment.
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BILL—APPROFPRIATION (No. 2).
Second Reading.

Debate resnmed from the previons day.

HON. E. H. GRAY (West) {610]: I
was hoping the Bill would come on some
days earlier so that we could debate if.

The Chief Secretary: We have plenty
of time, '

Hon. E. H. GRAY: The Bill gives mem-
bers an opportunity to express their ideas,
_not only in connection with their elector-
afes, but also on the trade, management
and conditions of the Stete generally. As
members know, I am keenly interested in
the welfare of the farmers, the flour
business and the bread industry. I have
of recent weeks been expecting members
representing the farming interests to
speak to me about an important happen-
ing with respeet to the export of flour to
Malaya.

As we know, the Malay States are at
our backdoor. There has been a sharp
deerease in our export of flour there. For
the year ended June, 1948, we exported
2,725,090 centals, valued at £5,419,000. In
1949, the flour exported from the Common-
wealth was 1,935,291 centals at & valuc of
£3,999,000, or a decrease of 785,799 centals,
valued at -£1,420,000. That is & serious
menace to Australia, and to Western Aus-
tralia in particular. We have to watch
thet the decrease does not affect Singa-
pore. The position there is much different.
In 1948 there were 86,416 eentals of flour
exported to a value of £166,000, while to
June, 1949, there were 298,731 centals
exported to a value of £610,000, or an in-
crease in value of £444,000.

I give that information so that I can
draw attention .to what has taken place
since September of this year. In ‘‘The
Wist Australian” of the 8th September
there appeared a letter from that wateh-
dog of the Wheat Board and the farmers,
Mr, Teasdale, in which he drew attention
to the fact that Canada was exporting flour
to Malaya. From other sources I have
learned that the Canadian millers are ex-

porting flour at 5s. a fon less than we can.

Mr, J. 8. Teasdale, the growers’ repre-
sentative on the Australian Wheat Board,
pointed out in his letter that the Canadian
Government had abandoned the system of
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Government procurement and, in conse-
quence, trade in flour would revert on or
about the 1st December to pre-war com-
mereial usages, He then pointed out that
this State was in a favourable geographical
situation, ecompared with the REastern
States, and that shipping freights were
about £1 a ton lower to Singapore from
here than from Melbourne.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hou. E. H. GRAY: Before tea I was re-
ferring to a letter written by Mr. Tensdale,
the Western Anustralian representative on
the Wheat Board, with regard to the threat
to this State’s exports to Malaya. I am
hopeful that as the result of my remarks
tonight on this subject, which is of such
importance to every member and to every
Western Australian wheatfarmer, sufficient
interest will be #roused to ensure that
action is taken to meet this danger to our
export trade. Mr, Teasdale’s letter econ-
tinued :—

Realiting this, Eastern States interests have
been endeavouring during the past two months
to make arrangements which might resalt #n
Western Australia being hindere¢ in the
natural development of a post-war trade of the
utmost value to the State. The first move was
to make representations to Malaya to con-
tinue Government-to-Government trading or,
alternatively, for trade to be conducted
through a very restricted nmumber of importers
at the Malayan end and only one supplier at
this end. With the vtmost definiteness and
some truth, Malaya replied that wheat was no
longer in short world supply and that there-
fore there was no justification for govern-
mental procurement., Nor could Malaya give
support t0 a monopolistic tendency in trade
by limiting it to a restricted number of im-
porters. Another important aspect was that
customers in Malaya placed great value on
brands as a guarantee of quality, Chinese
merchants in Singapore had always emphasised
this point, but during the war specific brands
had to give place to a neutral brand which,
of courfe, gave no indication which mill a
particular bag of flour eame from. West Aus-
tralian brands had earned an excellent stand-
ing prior to the war and this created a guar-
antee of econtinuity of business. Canadian
millers were thrusting into the Singapora mar- .
ket with flour slightly cheaper than the gen-
eral run of Australian, but even more import-
ant than slight price variation, was the faect
that the Canadians were meeting the cus-
tomer’s demand for specific brands. If
Canada were given sufficient time and op-
portunity, a market capable of expan-
sion would be largely lost to Western Awusira-
lia. Western Australian millers, Mr, Teasdale
continued, were well aware of *the position.
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Having been pampered by wheatgrowers, how-
ever, for ten years through the Wheat Board
conducting overseas gelling for them, at the
cost of the growers, they appeared partly to
have lost that facility for vigorous salesman-
ship they previously possessed. At the
mument, positive attempts were being made in
the Eastern States to pass sales of flour
through 2 bottle-neck at the Australian end
with the object of:

(1) Selling on a e¢.i.f. basiz instead of
fob. F.ob. selling would automatieally
give Western Australia its natural freight
advantage as a bargaining counter,

(2) Limiting West Australian trade to the
same proportion as applied before the war
when, by reason of scarcity and irregularity
of ships on the west coast it was hard to
develop the Malayan trade.

(3) Continuing the flour trade on the basis
of neutral brands.

It is hardly necessary for me to emphasise
the extreme importance to West Australia’s
future economy of the development of active
trade relations with the teeming millions of

people to the north. The first necessity
for  such development is a regular se-
guence of ships, fortnightly or weekly,

if possible, Flour is about the only commod-
ity we have of sufficient volume and freight-
earning capacity to form the basis for trade in
less weighty lines of produce. It is therefore
to be hoped that the West Australian Govern-
ment and the Flour Millers’ Associntion will
lose no time in getting busy. We West Aus-
tralinns have to do this job ourselves. Neither
Kastern States millers nor the Canadians will
fielp us. On the contrary, they will be ruth-
lesa and skilful competitors.

That was replied to by Mr. C. H. Merry,
secretary of the W.A. Flour Millers’ Asso-
ciation, in ‘‘The West Australian’® of the
16th September, about a week later. I take
no part in the argument between these two
men, though I think Me., Teasdale’s state-
ment was eorrect, and I do not altogether
agree with what Mr. Merry satd. I am
merely placing the arguments of these
gentlemen before the House. Mr. Merry
in his letter to ‘*The West Australian’’
said—

In ©“The Weat Australian’’ of September 8,
you published a statement by Mr. J. 8, Teaas-
dale on the suhject of ¢ Flour Trade with Ma-
Iava.’' It is unfortunately true that the
Malayan trade with Western Anstralin may be
seriously curtailed, hut not for the reasons
given by Mr. Teasdale, Millers in Western
Australia ean stand up to competition from
Eastern Australin given equmal eonditions, but
thiv bkaw heen demied to them hy suecessive
Governments in Western Australia.

Tu other Staten railway freight on export
flaur is calevlated on the full distance from
wheat «iding to mill and from mill to port
with n small break-of-journey charge, whereas

[COUNCIL.]

in Western Aunstralia two separate railage cal-
culations are made, first on the wheat from
siding to mil), and secondly on the flour from
mill to port. There is a small rebate of 121%
per cent. on the mill-fo-port seetion, but the
net effect of the West Australian system is to
place West Australian millers at a disadvan-
tage of 8s. (average) a ton. The position has
been accentuated by the two railage increases
in Beptember, 1948, ond August, 1949,

For over 25 years millers have sought rc-
dress of this aromaly, but without success. 1t
i3 admitted that millers have been able to
make reasonable profits on export fiour dur-
ing the war and post-war periods, but there has
been no competition and the disability to
which the industry has been subjeeted has been
recognised by the Australian Wheat Board
and partially allowed for in the price paid by
the board for flour.

Under open competition, which is imminent,
millers in Western Australia will lose this small
allowance and will be compelled to earry the
inereased freight tax imposed by the Govern-
ment railways, Unless prices sre adjusted, an-
other burden they will have to carry is =z
Tower return for mill offal in Western Aus-
tralia by comparison with the main flour ex-
porting States, Vietoria and New South Wales,
The price of mill offal in Victoria is £11 1is.
6d. a ton and in Western Australia £10 2s. 9d.
The difference of 1R8s, 9d. is équivalent to 8s.
3d. a ton of 2,000 lbs. of flour against the
West Australian industry.

Thus the West Australian Government rail-
ways and the Prices Control Commissioner be-
tween them will face the responsibility of plac-
ing the export' flour industry in a position
where it cannot compete. Any falling off in
flour exports would greatly affect the amount
of shipping space available for export to Ma-
laya of fruit, vegetables, livestock nnd other
products which now depend om flour forming
the bulk cargo.

The adoption by the Wheat Board of an
f.0.b, basis of quoting flour, as suggested by
Mr. Teasdale, would at first sight appear to
be desirable from the point of view of West
Australian millers as it would give them the
benefit of the shipping freight differential now
existing. However, it is not thought that the
present margin is likely to he maintained and,
before advocating an f.o.b. hasis, millers are,
therefore, going carefully into the position as
it is possible that the c.i.f. basis may yet prove
to be to their advantage,

Mr. Teasdale may be well assured that
millers have not been softened by any pamper-
ing process ags he suggests, and they have not
lost the faculty for vigorous salesmanship
which was apparent before the war, In pre-
paration for the resumption of private trad-
ing they have maintained their oversens con-
nections and are quite ¢apable of handling the
business, provided they are not wnduly handi-
capped by excessive rtailage costs, low offal
prices or some other factor beyond their
control.
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I think that this argument should be
thrashed out by the departmental experts.
My, Teasdale’s timely warning of the threat
to the Western Australian flour trade
should be taken nofice of. This seriously
affects poultry farmers, pig farmers and
the dairying industry in this State; because
naturally the lower the quantity of our ex-
port flour becomes, the less offal will be
available to those industries. I think also
that the statement by Mr. Merry should be
carefully considered and if possible some
adjustment made.

I agree with Mr. Teasdale that steps
should be taken to develop active trade
relations with the teeming millions of {he
North. We must realise the present posi-
tion in the wheai trade all over the world.
The other day I noticed in the Press that
U.S.A. was expecting a record harvest and
in the Press of that country it was even
suggested that next year the authorities
will enforce redumetion of acreage under
wheat and other crops. It seems fo me
_ absolutely unthinkable, even if any country
has a tremendous harvest, after the disas-
trous position in which farmers were placed
years ago resulting in a tremendous short-
age of grain, that any intelligent man
should sppgest that wheat farmers should
reduce their aereage.

Although T have referred to him previ-
ously, I would like to meuntion that Dr.
Kent-Fones, who is a world famous cereal
chemist, gave a lecture in Scotland a short
time a~o, and I have a eopy of his remarks

taken from an article which ecommences as
follows:—

Bread’s Influence on History, By D. W.
Kent-Jones, Ph.D.,, B.8e, FRIC.: The fol-
Jowing address was given by Dr. .. W. Kent-
Jones at Edinburgh to members of the Fdin-
burgh and East of Scotland Scctions of the
Royal Institute of Chemistry and the Society
of Chemieal Industry, the Chemical Society
and the Royal Soeiety of Arts.—Reprinted from
4 Milling,’” England,

Part of the context reads—

Might, I remind you of a statement by Dr.
Scott Robertson in his presidential address to
the Section of Agriculture of the British As-
gociation for the Advancement of Science at
their meeting this year in Brighton? Com-
menting upon losses in grain hetween harvest
and consumption, Dr. Seott Robertson said:

iYWorld loszes of crops and stoek, when
rednced to figures are so fantastic as to
ereate a feeling of unreality. For example,
facts which the Food and Agriculture Organ-
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isation has assembled in close co-operation
with technical experts all over the world
show that between harvest and consumption
there is destroyed each year by mites, pests
and rodeats, grain equivalent to all the feod
travelling into internationa! trade—that is
to say, approximately 65,000,000 tons of
grain per annum. A decrease in these losses
by only 10 per cent. would mean an addi-
tion of 614 million tons of grain available
for the hard-pressed European larder and
would go a long way to close the cereal gap.
Science knows how to conirol these stupend-
oug loszes.”?
There we bhave the picture, and we must
realise that the high wheai price we have
been receiving will gradually drop. In the
United States of Americp and Canads there
are indications of a tremendous harvest.
Canada is getting a move on and I am of
the opinion that that couniry has never be-
fore exported flour to Malaya.

Hon, L. Craig: Ameriea does not know
where to store her wheat.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: 1 know that flour
from Australia has been going to Malaya
and the Islands for at least the last 53
years, and we must take serions notice of
this threat from Canada.

Hon. L. Craig: The people in the North
hdve had & 3,000,000 increase of population
singe the war.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: We have a tremend-
ous market at our front and back doors, if
we care to take notice of world events and
prepare to compete in it; but we cannot do
that unless we make some alterations.

Hon. Bir Charles Latham; What are the
alterations?

Hon. E, H. GRAY: I will deal with them
shortly. The first matter to which I shall
draw attention is the continuance of selling
flour from Western Australin and other
parts of the Commonwealth with a neutral
brand. That must be stopped directly the
Commonwealth arrangement ceases on the
1st December. According to Mr. Teasdale
there are strong Eastern States interests ob-
viously keen to confinue exporting their
flour’under a neutral brand. If 1 were a
flourmiller and proud of my product I would
oppose that bitterly because the people who
are not proud of their prodact can export
it with a neutral brand to the prejudice of
the good miller. Tt will be impossible fo
maintain our trade with Malaya if we con-
tinue with this system of neuiral brands.
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Hon. H. K. Watson: I agree with you en-
tirely.

Hon. E. H. GRAY : While the war was on,
the people of Malaya were glad {o get any
gort of flour. I do pot suggest that we sent
any sort of rubbish, but it was an invita-
tion to do so. (tovernment experts in the
department should lend their weight for the
adoption in Western Australia of specific
brands. I was extremely concerned when
I saw the article by Mr. Merry in the Press
because I know what the threat will mean.

- I appreciate that for over half a century
Capada has produced flour which is equal
to any that is produced in other parts of the
world. It produces a high quality flour;
and whilst we have been asleep, it has
introduced a careful grading system. One
can buy any flour from Canada for manu-
facturing biseuits and other high grade pro-
ducts, and we cannot ignore this competition
because it will be seen that Canada will be
exporting her high grade flour and will
secure a good position on the world market.
T have been watching the newspapers and
recently when 4 Canadian ship was in port
at Fremantle I tried to secure a sample of
Canadian flour in order to compare it with
the flour we are exporting from this State.

Hon, L. Craig: Some of the Eastern
States fours are blended with Manitoba
wheat.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: Manitoba wheat is
one of the finest grains in the world.

Hon. L. Craig: It is excellent for blend-
ing with our own flours.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: That makes my argu-
ment that we cannot ignore the competition
from Canada all the more emphatic. T
wish to impress upon members that to make
bread in tropical countries is very diffteult.
Tt ;s almost impossible to make good bread
in tropical countries if inferior flour is used.
Therefore, unless we are very careful, once
the Malayans and Chinese get Canadian
flour, it will be & serious menace to Aus-
tralia. We must take measures to meet that
competition.

. We in Western Australia are faced with
competition, not only from Canada but also
from millers in the Eastern States. Chinese
merchants are elamouring for the branded
flour and we cannot afford to ignore them.
Merchants in the TIslands place quality as
No. 1 priority and if we are to retain and
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extend our trade with the Asiatic races in
competition with Canada and the Unifed
States of America, immediate attention must
be given to prodncing a first quality flour.

This is where the farmer comes in. I have
been speaking on this subject for years and
shall continue to do so until I can bring
our people to my way of thinking. I have
made some impression on the Honorary
Minister for Agriculture. We cannot afford
to continue with our present system of ex-
porting wheat. It is of no use crying ouni
for good flour unless millers are furnished
with suitable wheat to enable them to manu-
facture a first-class product. Let me guote
some authorities on this matter. Dr. Kent-
Jones, who is also a businessman, has defin-
itely stated that farmers are losing money
by adhering to the present method of sell-
ing wheat on an f.2.q. basis. :

Hon. L. Craig: If a buyer wants whent
and not flour, what are you geing to do?

Hon. E. H. GRAY : In that event, we must
sell him good wheat. We are threatened
with, the loss of a very important ex-
port trade that- vitally affects the wel-
fare of the State. We have to meet
the competition by supplying good flour.
We must produce flour of a quality
to compete with the Canadian flour and must
alter our system of grading wheat. Dr. Kent-
Jones has been speaking of this for years
and so has Dr. Sutton. The latest authority
to express himself is Mr, Eric Bond, officer
in charge of the Bread Research Institute in
New South Wales. Mr. Bond visited West-
ern Aunstralia recently and met the Honorary
Minister for Agriculture to whom he ex-
plained his ideas on the f.aq. grading. The
Honorary Minister informed me that he was
greatly impressed with the case presented
by Mr. Bond and intended to give it con-
sideration. Mr. Bond, during his stay in
Perth, gave an address to farmers over the
air. I hope they listened to him. He ex-
plained the position in very eclear language
as follows:—

The farmer and baker have always had a
common interest in wheat—aa interest which
is only now being really appreciated. In the
past there has heen suapicion on both sides;
the grower had the idea that the haker was
interested only in a bigh baking quality wheat,
to the detriment of yielding capacity, disease
resistance and other field characteristics, while,
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on the other hand, the baker has felt that the
farmer has given little or no consideration to
the baking quality of the grain which he pro-
duces, being only interested in quantity,

Today, with more knowledge and understand-
ing, these fears are rapidly being dissipated.
That there is room for extensive scientific re-
search in the cereal countries is apparent to
those who understand the problems which the
farmer and haker must face. The baking in-
dustry in Australia has made a real move in
this direetion by the establishment of a Bread
Research Institute in N.S.W. supported en-
tirely by subseription from its own members,
without any outside financial assistance.
Bakers of N.8.W._ have set aside some £20,000
to launch this institute, and bakers in Perth
and Tasmanja haye thrown in their resources
to assist the project.

At the Bread Research Institute, we are in-
tensely interested in the problems of the wheat-
grower, since many of these are of direct con-
eern to the baking industry. As an indiea-
tion of our desire for co-operation, we are
undertaking research inte the many aspects
involved in the baking quality of wheat. This
work is being carried out in conjunction with
Professor Waterhouse, of the Sydney Univers-
ity, who has played a major part in the de-
velopment of new and improved wheat va-
rieties in N.8.W.—varieties which give the
farmer not only good yielding capacity and re-
gistance to disease, but also assure the baker
of a satisfaetory quality. ’

This institute, in addition to undertaking
cereal testing for the University, is ulsu work-
ing in close co-operation with the N.S.W, De-
partment of Agriculture in its wheat-breeding
programme, and I hope that the same co-opera-
tion will exist in Western Australia.

That the pgrowing of good baking quality
wheats only partly solves the question of het-
ter flour and better bread which the public
demands is recognised today by other major
wheat-producing countriea and by a growing
number of pecple in Australia.

These wheats are wasted unless full advan-
tage i taken of them in ‘the form of an ef-
ficient handling svstem. There iz a strong de-
mand, not only ameng bakers, but also growers
in Australia teday, for a ehange in the pregent
method of handling wheat under the f.a.q. sys-
tem. Tt is felt that some means must be found
to classify and grade wheats on the basis of
quality. With such a system, not only will the
baker and the public gain, but the grower also
will reap considerable benefits.

. It has been insinuated that there is a con-
fliet of interests between the wheatgrower and
.the baker in this matter of grading. Such an
impression is entirely wrong. Both industries
representing the producer and consumer are
intimately concerned with the whole prollem.
Both stand to gain or lose far more than
those who are really the middlemen in this
business—that is, merchants, shippers and
millerg—by the way in which wheat produced
in this country is handled.
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Crities of wheat-grading often say that in-
ferior bread quality is due solely to conditions
within the industry, but this i3 dot the com-
plete story. The baking industry, with others,
has been affected by changing industrial con-
ditions, and today a slight change in flour or
wheat quality is sufficient to throw the pro-
duction of a bakery unit completely out of
balance, One can say, therefore, that chang-
ing conditiong in the baking inudstry have
spot-lighted deficiencies in wheat and #our
quality, particularly in regard to regularity.

The baker cannot be condemned as trying
to place all the blame for poor quality bread
on the grading or f.a.q. system. The money
the industry is spending on research in Awus-
tralia is probably the best answer to such a
charge, However, the improvement of wheat
quality is a fundamental issue in these efforts,
and the grading of wheat is seen as the way
in which regular quality ean be assured to a
far greater degree than with the faa.q. system
and the farmer secure the real value for his
products.

Our job, therefore, at the Bread Research
Institute, is to bring the baking industry te
the highest techmnical level possible, thus jm-
proving the quality of bread in this coumtry,
and ensuring the best possible loaf in every
way for the public, The wheatgrower pro-
docing the basic ingredient for bread must
necessarily be vitally conecerned in this work.
In Australia we must get away from the old
idea that what was good enough 60 years ago
is good emough today. This applies to any in-
dustry; and wheatgrowing and bread-making
are no exception,

That is a valuable contribution from a com-
petent man and it should move our farmers
to take interest in this maiter, as well as
those who are concerned in the develop-
ment of the wheat, bread and flour induns-
tries of Australia. I again emphasise the
great movement taking place in England.
Last month the Duchess of Kent opened &
research institute that will ecost from
£27,000 to £306,000 a year to tun. The
Minister in charge of scientific research in-
dicated that if the bakers would raise
£17,000 a year the Government wonld grant
a subsidy of £8,000 a year. We must keep
in touch with that institute;- it will be
making intense investigations with the ob-
ject of improving flour.

England is one of our biggest customers
and in this respect we should emulate her
excellent example. I hope that, as a result
of the disenssion now proceeding—for which
I think Mr. Teasdale deserves thanks—the
Government will direet inquiries to be made
with a view to organising our flour indnstry
so successfolly as to prevent the introdue-
tion of Canadian flour in Malaya. If
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Canada captures that market and expands
it, the Hourmilling industry in this State—
indeed the flourmilling of the Common-
wealth—wil] be seriously menaced.

I hope no time Will be lost in altering our
present system of f.a.g. selling of wheat.
Some time will be lost before the plan can
be prepared; we eannoi do much this com-
ing season, but we can make arrangements
to supply wheat of two or three grades in
order to meet world competifion and the
threat to our farmers. We must bear in
mind that the present high market price
for wheat will not be maintained. I took
the opportunity of mentioning this matter
on the Appropriation Bill and if everything
goes well, T hope 2 big development will
ensue.

I have brought the matier forward ses-
sion after session and will continue to do
so as long as I am a member, not only in
the interests of this State as a whole but
also in the interests of the farmers them-
selves, as [ consider that when the present
market price drops the farmers will be
faced with serious loss, partienlarly in view
of the present out-of-date method of
‘marketing our wheat. I support the Bill.

HON. C. H. SIMPSON (Central) [85]:
T commence my remarks with an expression
of regret at hearing the announcement by
Mr. Thomson that he had made his last
speech in this Chamber. He has had a long
parliamentary career and has served with
distinetion as well in this as in another
place. I wish to say how much T appre-
cinted, as a younz member, his kindly en-
courarement and helpful advice, I join
with the Leader of the House in assuring
the hon. meinber that the good wishes of us
all will go with bim in his retirement.

Tonight T wish to deal with some of the
activities of the FEdunecation Department,
more particularly with respect to visnal
education. 1 shall make some suggestions
as to the necessity of placing more emphasis
on the subject of eivies in our sehools and
I sincerely hope that they will be of value,
aecepted by the Government and perhaps
in some measure be given practical effect.
I notice that the amount set aside in the
Appropriation Bill for the Minister for
Edueation is £1,908,596. 1 reeall that some
three or four years ago, under Mr. Wise’s
Administration, a similar provision for the
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first time had execeded £1,000,000. Ii
shows the advances that have been made
when that figure is now nearly doubled.

We are aware, of course, that everything
costs more these days and that therefore the
ecomparison, in terms of figures, is hardly
reflected in the difference between the
amounts. The faet remains, however, that
the amount is considerably more. As one
who moves about the ecountry a great deal, I-
can tell a story of activity in regard to the
building of schools, additions te sehools,
more equipment being furnished, exteusions
of bus serviees gnd matters of that kind.
The extension of bus serviees has had a most
beneficial effect, as it has relieved parents of
the arduous work of instrueting their
children by means of the correspondence

course,

The latest Education Department’s re-
port we have is for the year 1946,
so it is now over three years old. Its
late iarrival is due to a lag in the
Government Printing Office owing to
circumstances entirely beyond its control.
For the most part, therefore, the figures are
now of little value. However, I notice the
report discloses that the number of primary
schools in that year was 663, baving an ave-
rage enrolment of 50,505, the actual number
of teachers being 1,857. In addition to
that, there were 17 high sehools with 2 teach-
ing staff of 335 and 6,501 scholars. In pass-
ing, it may be noted that of those 17 high
schoals, 11 were in the metropolitan area;
but 1 know it is the Government's desire
and intention to establish further high
schools in the country when materinls are
available; and they will be a great boon fo
those parents who naturally desire that
their children should have a high school edua-
cation, and who just as naturally desire that
the children should be as near home as
possible,

I think that possibly the most significant
and important development within the last
yvear or two in connection with the Educa-
tion Department has been the growth of
visual education. In that respeet I am for-
tunate in having a fairly regent report,
which I reeeived by courtesy of the Superin-
tendent, Mr. Norman Uren. It is dated the
3ist December, 1948, and is thus just nine
months old. The functions of that particu-
Tar section, which started in 1946, are gov-
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erned by a committee of 15 which includes
the Minister for Eduecation as chairman,
the Director of Education, the Seeretary-
Superintendent 2nd 12 committee members,
representing various sections of educational
activity, the University, the Teachers’ Tnion,
the Department of Agrieulture and several
other interested bodies. The functions of
the committee are—

{a) To advise the Minigter on all matters
in connection with visual education concern-
ing the use of non-theatrical, edueational, tech-
nical and documentary films, and in particular
on the acquisition of sueh films and the distri-
bution thereof amongst interested organisa-
tions throughout Western Australia,

(b) To net as liaison between interested
organisptions in Western Australia and the
National Film Board of Canberra.

(¢) To maintain an adult library of edu-
eational, documentary and instructional films,
and public eatalogucz and lists of filmg avail-
able from the library,

{d) To control and co-ordinate the distribu-

tion and use of films of the above-mentioned
type.
There are 130 projectors in use in schools
and they serve roughly half the pupils in
the State. All major schools are equipped
and smaller schools are on the way to being
equipped. The department does not pro-
vide frce equipment but subsidises local
parents and citizens’ associntions on a pound
for peund basis to the extent of £50 for any
one year. There is also one mobile unit
fitted with its own power plant; and this,
in the nine months up to the 31st December,
had travelled nearly 4,000 miles, giving a
tota] number of 1,104 lesson screenings.
Altogether about helf the number of school
children in the State are served, and it is
hoped to serve the total number by added
units travelling at regular intervals,

The visual aid department eondnets a film
library which contains 517 16mm. films
comprising 438 titles; and 712 35mm. films,
with 50 more on order. There are multiple
copies of library films bringing the total
strips available fo 2,072. These are made
available to private schools and adult film

groups. The borrowings in 1947 and 1948
were—
. Borrowings,  Films.
1847 ., . . . . 1n3 523
1948 . ... . 336 1,758

The average monthly audience was approxi-
mately 8,000. This branch of the depart-
ment also produees instructional films—
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16mm. sound and silent films ard 35mm.
still strips and slides. The following work
has been done in 35mm. film strips and 2in.
x 2in. slides:—

1947, 1948.
Master negatives produced 87 206
Film strips—positives . 261 853
2in, x 2in. slides . 617 312

Negatives and prints to the total of 1,020
were made for the National Film Council
on deportment and posture. Instruetion by
visnal aid films is elaimed o have the follow-
inz advantages:—

(1) Children learn in less than a quarter

of the time.
(2) It imparts high quality instruction.
(3) It secures uniform presentati&n.

(1) It eliminates distracting influences,
thus aiding concentration.

{5) It relieves the teacher of a great deal
of specialised study and, in faet, instruects
the teacher as well as the pupils.

I think I may add that, as far as the pupil
is concerned, with the removal of distract-
ing influences, as the films are ususlly shown
in the dark, he is able to relax, and that is
a psychological factor of some value.

Asg visnal aid is bound to play an ia-
ereasingly important part in school instrue-
tion, it is fo be hoped thal the Jepariment
will seriously consider the question of aceom-
modation. At present the whole outfit—
administration, library and records, and film
production-—is housed in an Army haut,
which is hopelessly overcrowded. On the
same site there are other Army huts seldom
used, and it seems only elementary common-
sense to snggest that one or more of these
should be made available by the Commoo-
wealth authorities to allow for necessary
extension and development of this very im-
portant work, and to enable it to be carried
out with the maximum efficiency. I have
mentioned that more particularly because,
in my opinion, the use of visual aid flms
represents the answer to the difficulty of
conveying instruction in civies to the children
in our schools,

It was my privilege at the R.S.L. Congress
to sponsor a motion on behalf of the Mul-
lewa branch, which T am pleased to say was
passed unanimously. This is the text of
the motion—

That this Congress strongly recommends to
the Goverument the necessity for greater em-

phasis on ‘‘eivics’” instruetion for advanced
classes in sehools by:—
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(1) A more effective implementation of
the courses now set out in the primary and
post-primary curriculum,

{2) A defined course of instruection in the
form of a handbook or manual for use by
teachers, coupled with the use of specially
prepared talkie fims, designed to fit the child
for the responsibilities of citizenship, care-
fully avoiding any political bias.

{3) That the following values be gpecially
stressed ;—

(a) Development of character.
(b) National loyalty,
(¢) Individual liberty.

T think members will support me when I
say that this is not a Party politieal ques-
tion but one of national importance. 1 have
heard various political leaders stress the
need for more emphasis to be placed on the
value of instruetion in civies in our schools;
but unfortunately nothing appears to have
been done, and I think that perhaps the diffi-
culty of the Education Department has lain
in the virtual impossibility of having uni-
form instruction imparted by the teachers.

When we come to the question of eivies,
or what wounld appear fo be moral values,
we can say that it would vary to a certain
degree with each individual feacher. In
fact, I think we can say that the more
earnest the teacher, the more likely is his
instruction to be tinged with politieal - or
religions bias. I have no wish to critieise
the members of the teaching profession, the
great majority of whom are splendid and
devoted servants, but they are hampered
by the defects of a system, or rather defects
in its application, and they have achieved
results often in spite of the system rather
than because of it. I want to read from the
Civies Syllabus that appears in the Post-
Primary Courses of Study. I shall do so
because the pamphlet is impossible to get.
I tried to procure a copy from the Educa-
tion Department and from the Government
Printer, but it is out of print. 1 think the
particulars of the ecivies currienlum are
imporiant enough to be placed on record.
They are as follows:—

The chief aim in all classes will be to in-
culeate such forms of behaviour as will en-
able the pupils to live in a modern community,
by the formation of habits of helpfel, eon-
strurtive, participating citizenship.

Section A.—For All Classes.

Kindnress towards animals,

Protection of Nature—fowers,
mals, ete.

trees, ani-
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Protection of FProperty—problem of van-
dalism.

Consideration and respect for others.
‘¢ Bafety First.’’
The aims will be best served in Section A—

not by formal lessons 80 much as by short in-
cisive talks on suitable occasions.

I know that the safety first lectures are
usually given by traffic officers who visit the
schools—

Section B.—Clasg VII.

A.—The Family as a Social Group, Division
of Labour—Interdependence of Members,
Ownership in the Family.

B.—The School and Community Activities.
Co-operation in the Sehool, Community, Nation,
between Nations. Machinery of Co-operation—
activities, Conduct of School Debates.

C.—Local Self-Government—its machinery.
Elections, Public Meetings, ete. Private and
Public Ownership.

Note.—Loeal and Civie Affairs will provide
suitable opportunities for the treatment of the
above in concrete form.

Current events,

Seetion C,—Class VIIL

Cost of Government—How Loans are raised
and expended, Taxation and Assesament of
Property and Incomes, How Life and Property
are protected,

Selection of Members of Government.

The Department of Governments—Legisla-
tive, Executive, Judicial

How one sphere of/ Government may exist
within the domain of another—Local, State
and Federal.

Australia as a member of the British Com-
monwenlth of Nations.

International Co-operation, World Friend-
ship—the League of Nations.

Public Affairs will provide sunitable oppor-
tunities for the treatment of the zbove in eon-
crete form.

Current events and Australian problems may
he treated more extensively.

That, I am sure members will agree, is
adequate and comprehensive. No-one will
dispute the great present-day need for its
applieation, especially as we are now absorb-
ing migrants into our economy. It is vitally
important that these new Australians should
be taught the elements of civie behaviour,
which will it them to enter fully into our
way of life. But what we do say is that
the system as & whole is out of balance, and
if it is necessary to sacrifice some of the
academie qualifications now insisted upon at
the expense of being taught the elements of
socria}l obligation, then that saerifice ought to
be made. We are producing a race imbued
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with the ideas of comfort and security
rather than the old ideas of duty and ser-
vice. As a teacher friend of mine said, in a
detter to me— ’

In our school curriculum, sdequate provision
is made for training in citizenship, but one may
question whether lip service to it as a subject
is nol the general rule, especially in view of
the fact that the system compels the teacher,
often against his will, to over-develop the
easily measurable subjects at the expense of
<haracter development and training for eiti-
zenship. The children of today will become
the citizens of tomorrow, and the State de-
gires that the new pgeneration ghall become
worthy citizens. This is best secured if for
cach child there is adequate opportumity for
making {he best of himself and becoming a
good man or a good woman—that is, a good
citizen. Schools emphasise, and rightly so, the
importance of physical standards and healthy
living, and equip a child to earn his living,
but in view of present needs of great import-
ance, the school has to bear in mind that in
& democratic community he must later take
a part in the government of his country, and
it is -expected that he should discharge this
duty loyally and intelligently, :

Today, as never before, we must face the
fact that the business of any educational sys-
tem is not only to provide the means of making
a living, and the passing of examinatiens to
qualify for that—that is training, not eduea-
tion. Nor is the sole remaining business to
provide culture or the enltivation of individual
tasks or talents to fill put leisure time. In the
hard practical world of the mext generation,
emphasis on the basic virtues of ecitizenship
must overshadow all else. Nothing else mat-
ters. These virtues must be tanght, and taught
in such a way that no child graduates into the
normal occupativns of adult life without a
mental background fitting him for its re-
sponsibilities,

T question whether 10 per cent, of our adult
population has anything like the requisite
knowledge that should be possessed with
regard to our political institutions. T have
beent told by one of our legislators that few
members of the community eould name their
fegislative Counetl members. I countered
this by saying that about the same propor-
tion would know the names of their As-
sembly members, Another legislative friend
of mine recently wisited a school, and he
satd to the secholars, “Can any of you tell
-me the name of the Governor-General?”
The school teacher said, “Do not ask them
that question; they do not know anything
about it.” However, one bright boy put up
his hand and said, “Ben Chifley.” My
friend then said, “Can you fell me the name
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of the Governor of Western Australia®”
Another lad took his eue from the first and
also said, “Ben -Chifley.”

A teacher who had been taking a course
of sociology said he gave his class a list of
questions to take home, and one of them
was, “Who is the Prime Minister?”’ In the
replies received the rext morning, four Prime
Ministers were named, including the late
Hon. J. Lyons, who bas been dead for tem
years. As those guestions were taken home
and trested as home work, it is quite pos-
sible that the replies reflected the knowledge
possessed by the parents.

Some members may have received in the
mail tonight a valuable booklet entitled,
“Christian Education in & Democratic Com-
munity.” 1 know we reeeive much maiter
that we eannot possibly read, but I had
heard about this pamphlet and I went to
the “Record” office and suggested to the
manager that, from what I knew of the
pamphlet, it might well be sent to parlia-
mentary members. I de not know whether
he adopted that suggestiom, but if he did,
and in case members are inclined to regard
the brochure as one of the many that they
need not lock into, I suggest they read it.
I have typed out some extracts from it—T
will not weary the House by reading the
pamphlet at length—which I think are not
only g reflection on the position in Australia
at present but an indictment of the system
that has grown up over the years.

The pamphlef sets out that the report of
the Harvard Committee entitled “The Objee-
tives of General Education in a Free
Society” declared that the supreme need of
American edueation was a unifying purpose
and idea. If this is true of Americn, it is
equally true of Australia which cannot boast
the same degree of development, and which
is now ealled upon to absorb a eonsiderable
number of new Australians into its economy
and way of life. It seems to me that the
time has ecome to review our own system in
a friendly but critical way and see if it can-
not be brought more into line with the pre-
sent day social needs, and to ask ourselves
whether this centralised system of ours has
fulfilled its founders’ hopes, and if not why
not, and whether its faults can be remedied.
Here is an extract from the brochure:—
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Nearly eighty years bave passed since the
people of Australia were persuaded by a group
of theorists to adopt a system of education that
should be free, compulsory and secular. Few
would deny that, in a demoeratic community,
education should be **free,’’ that is, paid for
out of public funds, and thus ensuring that
the children of even the poorest citizens should
be able to receive adequate schooling. It will
be readily admitted, too, that the community
at large is entitled to imsist that all children
must attend school, and that careless or stupid
parents should not be allowed to deprive their
children of educational opportunities.

Extensive claims were made for a system
based on State controlled secularism. Thus, it
was urged, we should get rid of eecularism,
should allow the light of science to pemetrate
young minds., Ancient superstitions and. ignor-
ance would disappear. The State could pro-
vide better equipped schools, more efficiently
trained staff, up-to-date apparatus. Such
schools must necessarily produce nobler citizens,
free from prejudices, fit for democraey,
anxious to devete themselves wholeheartedly
to the general welfare.

Yet, today, there is a gemeral and econstant
eriticism of the gystem and its reswlits by
teachers, parents, public men, University
authorities. Demands for drastic reform
are heard on all sides, despite the activi-
ties of Ministers and Directors, the ex-
penditure of many millions of pounds,
the amazing devotedness and sacrifice of
thousands of teachers, and tke undoubted
improvement—especially in reeemt years—in
the methods of instrucvting and training young
teachers.

Evils which a satisfactory educational sys-
tem would have remedied or, at least, have
mitigated, are frequently enumerated by those
te whom the public welfare is a subjeet of
constant concern:—

Class hatred is as bitter today in Aust-
ralia as it has been in the past:

There is general apathy concerning
national problems, aid a widespread refusal,
especially by the most highly educated, to
take part in public life.

The loss of pride in workmanship has been
aecompanted by a decline in productivity,
which threatens the cconomic life of the
nation. )

The desivre for seeurity, at all costs, has
led tn an aluvrming loss of the spirit of ad-
venture ard initiative in the young, and to
on equally alarming dependence on the State
for all their nceds.

The high proportion of wnskilled workers
i the eommunity bears witness to the fail-
nre of the system to provide adequate voea-
tional training.

Tke flight from the lond, which today
threatens the stability of the nation, ia the
result not orly of had economics, but of a
false outlook engendered by modern eduea-
tion.

[COUNCIL.]

May I add two further defects not appear-
ing in the brochure? They are—

(a} An astonishing ignorance of the fune-
tious of Parliament and administration, and
lack of appreciation of tlie responsibilities of
eitizenship which confer on the individual the
dignity of being the ruler 38 well as the ruled.

(b) A state of mind which makes the citizen
a ready prey to interested minorities, so that
he gets pushed round, instead of possessing the
knowledge which he ought fo possess, of dis-
tinguishing truth from error and from half
truth which is even more dangerous.

To quote further from the pamphlet—

Tt is, of course, unfair to place the whole
responsibility for these evils on the eduea-
tional system. Many ard, at least partly, the
result of the uwachristian organisation of social
and economie life. But for, over 60 years now
our gocial system has been controlled, some-
times developed, by men who are the produeis
of the State-dominated secularist system.

We expeet a certain type of citizen to
emerge from our schools and we must
therefore demand a certain type of teach-
er, and we must design a system that will
enable the teachers to perform their noble
function.

I come now to my suggestion as to the
remedy. It is that specially prepared
films be exhibited in the schools. That
would resunlt in high class instruetion being
imparted by the films, whieh ecould be
graded for the different classes and readily
absorbed. They conld be checked for any
religious or politieal bias and would give
a uniform presentation to all the children
under our State school system. Such films
would be insiruective not only to the
scholars but also to the teachers. I sin-
eerely hope that this suggestion is of value
and will lead to something practieal being
done.

HON. E. M. DAVIES (West) [8.35]:
This measure deals with the appropriation
of money, the expenditure of which was ap-
rroved in connection with the Estimates and
the Loan Bill. The Estimates having heen
aereed to in another place it is necessary that
the Appropriation Bill should be passed by
this House. The sum to be expended is
claimed on this occasion to he a record.
That can easily he understood in view of
the added expenditure necessary owing to
the increase in the cost of materials and
labour. To make a comparison of such
fizures at present would not be fair.
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For the development of the State it is
necessary that certain public works be
undertaken at the cost of a considerable
amount of money. There are many Gov-
ernment departments, also, that must be
conducted at great eost. We have been
supplied with Volume 1 of the Tydeman
report on the port of Fremantle, but
Volumes 2 and 3, which contain the meat
of the report, have not yet been made
available owing, I understand, to some
difficulty in the Government Printing
Office. The whole point is that the ecity
of Fremantle has been endeavouring to
bring into being a zoning or town plan-
ning scheme and it is diffieult to finalise
that scheme until the council has obtained
Volumes 2 and 3 of the report. I ask the
Chief Secretary if it would not be possible,
in the near future, for the Government to
make available to the Fremantle City
Council a full set of the volumes so that the
report on iis town planning scheme can be
finalised.

I wish to deal with a section of Mr.
Tydeman’s report whiech concerns the
proposal for docking at Fremantle, We
all realise that for a port to function
adequately it is necessary to have proper
docking facililies. This is & question that
has been debated in this House, and
another place, for a long time. Many
reasons have been given why a dock could
not be made available in Fremantle but
during the last war it heecame necessary
for the American Foreces to tow a floating
dock some considerable distance and have
it placed in the Fremantle harbour to pro-
vide doeking facilities for some of the
American ships. That dock was used for
other sbips as well and 1is an indieation
that it is absolutely necessary for Fre-
mantle, being the chief port of Western
Australia, to have proper docking faecili-
ties, Mr. Tydeman has dealt with this
question in his report but he points out
that it would be uneconomieal to provide
a dock at Fremantle because only certain
sizes of ships would be able fo wse it and
even then it would not be used very fre-
quently. Henee it would be a large capital
expendilure and would not be put to any
great use,

During the war it was necessary for the
Ameriean Forces to bring this floating dock
{0 Fremantle and during that period over
- 600 ships of war were victnalled and given
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harbour facilities at Fremantle.  That
proves that the western coast of this con-
tinent is & particularly vital section,
egpecially in time of war. In view of the
trend of events at the moment, every
endeavour should be made to see that
proper docking facilities are provided at
Fremantle and I would suggest that we
impress upon the Commonwealth Govern-
ment the £act that it should associate itself
with the State Government with a view
to providing a dock on this side of the
continent. If that were done, doeking
facilities would be available both for naval
ships and ships allied to the Navy and
could be used for private ships as well.
The revenue derived as a result of its use
by private ships could offset the capital
expenditure and the expenditure needed
for keeping the dock in commission.

“This is really the responsibility of the
Commonwealth Government but the State
Government would require its use and that
would provide certain revenue to offset
some of the expenditure. This side of the
continent i an important section of the
Commonwealth of Australia. Not very far
north of us we have eonsiderable numbers
of islands in which there are large popula-
tions of Asiaties. In conjunction with the
peopling of the North and the North-West
of this State, proper facilities nt Fremantle
are necessary, particularly in view of the
fact that we must prepare ourselves for
the likelihood of future hostilities. I trust
that nothing like that will ever happen
again, but it is just as well to be prepared.
If we had a doek in Fremantle it would
not be necessary to send State ships to
the Eastern States for overhanls and that
would save us in the vicinity of £200,000
for renovations and overhaul to any ship
that might require it. T trust that the
Government will take steps to endeavour
to associate itself with the Commonwealth
Government and see if some arrangement
can be made—on a share hasis perhaps—
to establish a dock in Fremantie,

The question of harbour extensions is
one that has been exercising the minds of
Governments from time to time, and Mr.
Tydeman has been asked to make a report
on harbour extensions at Fremantle. As
1 have already pointed out, Volume 1 of
his report has been made available and
whilst we have certain information from
that report it is neecessary that Volumes
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2 and 3 should also be made available so
that members can make themselves an
fait with Mr. Tydeman’s recommenda-
tions. At present Fremantle harbour is
used for the supplying of oil to various
ships that eome to these waters. During
the war we were lucky that a national dis-
aster did pot oecur when the ‘‘Pana-
manian” caught fire. The outbreak was caused
by oil floating on the water in the interior
of the harbour and had it not been for
timely action and a good deal of luck, con-
siderable damage c¢ould have been caused
to the harbour, which would have ren-
dered it unfit for the use of ships during
the war period.

The time has arrived when more atten-
tion should be given to the provision of
oil depots around Fremantle but ouiside
the harbour itself, and I hope that the
Government will give some consideration to
that aspect. It is not safe, mor is it right,
that the harbour should be used for sup-
plying ships with oil; firstly, beeause of
danger and, secondly, because it is neces-
sary for ships to take up certain berths
that conld be occupied by ships, which
require them for other purposes. I hope
the Government will find ways and means
of obtaining & report which could be em-
bodied in that of Mr. Tydeman so that
we might be given information as to
whether it is possible to establish oil in-
stallation depots somewhere around the
coast but outside of the harbour itself.

The question of water supplies is also
one that has caused a preat dea! of com-
ment during recent years. We are all
fully aware that the shortage in the supply
of piping is most acute at present and that
has eontributed a good deal to the very low
pressure of water. Quite & number of new
houses are being built in various parts of the
metropolitan area and some are being
built in Fremantle. Houses today are of
such a value that they are entitled to be
provided with a three-quarter ineh bound-
ary main. Houses that have beer built
for a number of years, and were of a low
value, were then entitled to have a half-inch
honndary main only. So we find that as hons-
ing is extended throughout the distriets
and the new mains are laid, there is a
greater drain on the water supply, and the
people who are living in the higher parts
of Fremantle are finding it extremely diffi-
cult to obtain a decent pressure. I take

. being built is on the increase,

[COUNCIL.]

this opportunity of again asking the Gov-
ernment to approach the engineers of the
Water Supply Depariment and ascertain
if they can make a proper examination of
the position in Fremantle to ensure that a
decent pressure of water is enjoyed by the
residents there.

Another question which has been dealt
with here on several occasions and to which
I shall now refer, is housing. We know
that there have been many difficulties
which the Government has attempted to
overcome but, unfortunately, the position
does not seem to be improving. While it
has been stated that the number of houses
in my
opinion they are being built in distriets
adjacent to Perth. My complaint is that
the West Provinee has not had a fair deal
with regard to housing, A cousiderable area
of land has been made available by the Fre-
mantle City Couneil to the State Housing
Commission, but we still find that housing
is not progressing at the rate it should in
that distriet. -

Although records are claimed for house
construction, the West Provinee is defin-
itely not getting its share. On the hust-
ings during the last election promises of
houses for small unit families were made.
The Government then stated that it
intended to build homes for two- and three-
upit families. The latest fizures I have
obtained show that the few homes for two-
or three-unit families that have been built
are in South Perth and adjacent distriets.
When I scanned the figures for not only
Fremantle but also the whole of the West
Provinee, I found that only nine houses
for two- and three-unit families have been
approved, and these have not yet been
completed.

In my opinion the Government is not
giving the residents of Fremantle and the
West Province a fair deal. I do hope that
some means will be found to increase the
number of houses in that distrist becanse
the Fremantle municipality is encouraging
industries to establish themselves in that
area by making land available and
quife a number of them have already been
attracted there.  Because of that, it is
necessary that houses should be built for
the employees who are working in those
industries, I know that houses have been
built for key personnel employed in the



[30 SepTEMBER, 1949.]

South Fremantle power house. Although
I am not complaining about that, it is
drawing adverse comments from many
people who are housed in camps, tents or
on verandahs; and they cannot be blamed
for eriticising the powers-that-be because
of other peaple being granted houses while
they are still awaiting decent accommoda-
tion. I trust that these matters will be
given consideration by the Government
and that endeavours will be made to step up
construction of houses in the Fremantle
distriet in the near future.

The electricity supply is” a matter that
should be commented upon in this House.
I believe there should be an inquiry into
the numerous breskdowns that have been
goceurring over the past few months, I
am, of course, aware that the generator
which is giving the trouble has rendered
good service over a period of years.
Although an expert was brought from the
Eastern States to supervise the repairs
that were effected, yet in a short space of
time we find that the generator has again
broken down, whieh is interfering with
industry and the life of the commaunity
generally.

I therefore consider that an inqguiry
should be held to gseertain why, after
these repairs have been effected under the
supervision of an expert engineer, the
generator again breaks down—and that fre-
guently. I would also like to ask the
Chief Secretary if it is possible for him
to define tbe length of time the power re-
strictions will be in operation.

The Chief Secretary: It has been stated
in the Press that they will cease on Sunday
night.

Hon. E. M. DAVIES: I did not see that
statement. It is only reasonable that
people should be assured that the power
restrietions will not be imposed any longer
than is necessary, and I also feel that
something is required to ensure that these
continued breakdowns will not occur so
frequently in the future. I support the
second reading of the Bill.

HON. H. E. WATSON (Metropolitan)
[8.55]: 1 feel that the Treasurer is to be
congratulated on the handling of the fin-
ances of Western Australia during the past
year. One of the ountstanding features of
the financial returns is the amount of the
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State grani. I notice that last year the
amount received through the State Grants
Commission was £3,600,000 and that the
estimated amount to be received this year
is £4,100,000. When it is rememhered that
it is only a few years ago or, in other
words, before the present Treasurer
assumed office, that the amount which we
received from the Commonwealth through
the Grants Commission was in Yhe vicinity
of £1,000,000, I think it speaks volumes
for the ability and the tenacity of ounr
State Treasurer in securing the return.from
the Commonwealth Government of a much
larger proportion of the £20,000,000 which
that Government extracts from the people
of this State by way of Customs and all

- the other Federal taxes.

I notice that the estimated amount which
the Treasurer expects to receive from the
Grants Commission during the current
year is £4,100,000, but, knowing the
Treasurer as I do and his ability to present
the case of Western Australia before the
Grants Commission, I would not be sur-
prised if he does not even exceed the target
which he has sef himself. I feel, how-
ever, that the Budget which has been pre-
sented by the Premier is likely to be
falsified by actions beyond his control. I
think it will be found that the Budget
which this year has been presented by the
Treasurer of Western Australia will be
seriously affected by the action of the Chan-
cellor of the Exchequer in the United
Kingdom and by the ‘Commonwealth
Treasurer in Australia.

It will be found, I believe, that the
Treasurer’s task Quring the c¢urrent year
will be made considerably more difficult by
reason of increased eosts arising from the
devaluation of the pound sterling and the
corresponding devaluation of the Austra-
lian pound in relation to dollars. Twenty
years ago the Australian pound was worth
4.8 dollars and today it is only worth 2.2¢
dollars. When a milkman waters the milk
he generally bears the penalty himself, but
when a Government debases or devalues the
eutrreney it is the people who hear the
penalty in inecreased costs and higher
prices; they bear the penalty in suffering
a reduced purchasing power in the savings
which they have built up in life insurance
companies and 50 on.
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A point that the people should bear in
mind during the eoming year is that the
inereased costs and higher prices which
they will be called upon to bear are due,
not to any faulty price-fixing eontrol, not
to the actions of any hungry manufactur-
ers or merchants, bui to the aetion of the
Australian Government directly and to
that of the British Government indirectly
in develuing the pound.

I support the views expressed by Dr.
Hislop regarding the growing burden that
has fallen upon Ministers of the Crown in
carrying out the heavily increased duties
they are required to d&ischarge. I think
that assistance might well he given them
along the lines he sugpested by the
appointment of additional Ministers snech
as full Ministers or assistant Ministers.
The Chief Secretary has had a very
strenuous week in the absence of the
Honorary Minister for Agriculture, and 1
am afraid that I perhaps have unwittingly
added to his disability. However, T sup-
port Dr. Hislop in the view that additional
assistance should be rendered to our Min-
isters in order that their heslth might not
be overtaxed to the extent it has been in
recent years.

HON. G. FRASER (West) [9.3]: I shall
get members’ minds at rest quiekly by
stating that it is my infention to speak for
only a very few minutes. There are one
or two matters relating to my province
that ¥ fecl T ought to mention,

First of all, T wish to emphasise the
statements of my colleagne, Mr. Davies,
regarding the Fremantle harbour. We feel
perturbed that no announcement has yet
been made as to the action intended to be
taken by the Government on the Tydeman
report. I mentioned this matter in the
House some months ago, but I offer no
apologies for bringing it forward again.
I have found that, all through the years,
the views of the experts consider with regard
to the probable life of the Fremantle rail-
way bridge. They were to the effect that
within the succeeding four er five years, the
life of the bridge, in their opinion, would be
ended.

It is time that some action was taken by
the Government, especially in view of the
shortage of materials that exists and the
period that would be occupied in replacing

[COUNCIL.)

the bridge. On looking through the Loan
programme, L find that something like
£300,000 is allotted for harbours, but I take
it that is the amount ordinarily provided
each year and does not include apy sum
for the coming year for action under the
Tydeman report. If I am wrong in that
assumption, I hope the Chief Secretary
will correet me and give us some informa-
tion.

I repeat the warning that a move will
have to be made and made very quickly in
the way of constructing some bridge to
take the place of the present railway
bridge. Over the years the various reporis
submitted have differed on the questions
of where the new bridge shonld be located
and whether it should be solely a railway
bridge or a combined road and railway
bridge.. As this is the end of the session
and we are considering the appropriation
of funds for the year, it seems that
another 12 months will pass before any
move is made, and that, in my opinion, will
be running close to the danger line. T am
hoping that, slthough no public annonnce-
ment has been made, the Government has
not lost sight of the faet that it will have
to move and move quickly in coming to a
decision on the Tydeman report.

There is one other matter T wish to voice
in relation to my province. If all Gov-
ernment departments acted similarly to the
Water Supply and Sewerage Department,
we wonld not need a loan programme or an
Appropriation Bill. Y refer to what has
ocenrred in repard to sewerage eonnections
in portion of my provinee. Last Novem-
ber, after the work had been in progress
for some years, & notification appeared in
the ‘‘Giovernment Gazette’’--a publieation
that the general public seldom sees—stat-
ing that the first section of this area
would be ready for connecting up on the
1st February. About Christmas time the
department sent & notification to each
owner that his premises could be eonneeted
and that the water rate would siari from
the 1st February. To give a notice to a
person to have his premises conneeted with
the sewer main during the Christmas
period meant that two or ithree weeks had
already gone, so that actually the effective
portion wonld be three or four weeks be-
fore the rate would commence.
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Members should bear in mind that the
first move an owner must make is to lodge
an application with the department, which
sends some of its employees to make a
ground plan of the property. This in itself
generally oceupies two or three weeks.
After that has been supplied, the plumber
who is to do the work must make an appli-
cation to the State Housing Commission
for a permit to proceed. Then some weeks
elapse before the permit is granted. When
the permit has been granted, the problem
of obtaining the requisite material con-
fronts the plumber.

Under these conditions, the result was
thaé, although everybody in No. 1 area was
paying the extra water rate from the 1st
* February, only one connection was made
in February, two were made in March and
two in April, while up to the 30th June,
only 14 connections were made. In that
area there wonld be approxzimately 200, so
there was a clear gain by the department
of five months’ water rates for a service
that the people were unable to, get. Fol-
lowing on that the people of the No. 2 dis-
triect were notified that their rate would
start from the lst June, while the rate for
the No. 3 distriet would start from the
1st Oectober and for the No. 4 distriet—
the last portion—from the 1st December of
this year. Up to the end of August only
20 conneections had heen made in the Nos.
1 and 2 distriets, which are now paying the
rate. No service is given but the rale is
being paid. This means that some hun-
dreds of people are paying a rate for which
they reeeive no service. To make the posi-
tion worse, within the past 12 months the
loeal governing body has had a revaluation
made of the distriet and all valuations
were inereased. This, of course, meant a
further unearned increment for the depart-
ment. .

I hope the Leader of the House will,
even at this late stage, take the matter up
with the Minister econcerned with the
object of getting the Government to make
some adjustment of the rates, But that
is not all. We find that another Govern-
ment department, which previously ap-
proved of the work, now refuses to allow
connections to the system to be made on
account of the shortage of materials.
That department is therefore responsible
for the suspension of the work. So we
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have one department charging for a service
which is not rendered, and another depart-
ment refusing to allow the work to be con-
tinued at all. I hope this Gilbertian situ-
ation will not continue much longer.

We have heard much comment in the last

few months on certain actions of the State
Housing Commission in refusing to allow
some types of building materials
used. Quite recently in the Press it was
reported that the Commission had decided
that one partieular class of material could
be used in the erection of self-help homes.
If the material is good enough for that
purpose, why cannot it be used for other
homes? Why cannot the privilege be ex-
tended to other people desiring to build
homes?
this Chamber who brought the matter up
that the extra cost of using this material
would be .
of two bedrooms and other usual rooms
than for a brick house of similar size.
However, if people are prepared to meet
the higher cost, they should be permitte

to be

We were told by & member of

£150 for a house consisting

to do so. .

What I cannot understand is why one
section should be allpwed to wuse this
material while another is not. I do not

want the State Housing Commission to
build reutal homes of this typo of material,
as that would mean a considerable increase
in the rent of those premises.
agreement with the Housing Commission
in refusing to use this material for rental
homes.
now bringing in rentals of from 37s. to
38s. a week, and such charges would be con-
siderably increased by the use of thizs ma-
terial. It would be impossible for the people
to pay the additional cost. Mention was also
made that the Housing Commission had
been taken to task for not guaranteeing to
take a certain percentage—I think 50 per
cent.—of the output of concrete tiles made
by the firm which manufactured the material
te which T have referred. I hope that before
the Housing Commission makes any move to
use these tiles, it will insist upon tests being
made to prove that they are satisfactory. I
urge this hecause of a personal experience of
my owh,

T am in

From memory, I think these are.

Wkhen T built my house in 1940, T insisted

on the contractor using eoncrete tiles. He
argueed the point with me, but T replied,

“No, T think they ought to stand up better
than Bristile tiles” Naturally, as T was pay-
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ing, I won the day, but after ahout three
Yearg I was compelled to take the tiles off and
replace them by another brand of tiles at a
cost of £120, I am not condemning the tile
manufactured by the firm I mentioned, as
I know nothing about it, but my experience
should prove how necessary it is that these
concrete or cement tiles be thoroughly
tested. It appears that the mixfure in the
tiles, after very heavy rain, absorbs water,
and when it bas absorbed as much as it is
capable of absorbing, the water drips down
on to the ceilings, There is a water-
eourse, so to speak, in the tile, but
only ome. In other types of tiles
there are two. In windy weather, the rain
flows along this course onm to the rafters,
and so the same thing happens—it drips en
to the eeilings. Before I sit down, I must
say that this is the last Appropriation Bill
we shall receive from the preseni Govern-
ment.

The Chief Secretary: No, it is not.

Hon. W. J. Mann: You must have your
Joke!

The Chief Secretary: You have been
serious so far.

The PRESIDENT : Order!

Hon, G. FRASER: Quite a number of
members have been congratulating the Gov-
ernment upon its performances during the
past three years.

Hon. L. Craig: Are you not going to do
509

Hon. G. W. Miles: After the way you sup-
ported the Government during the session!

The PRESIDENT: Qrder!

Hon. G. FRASER: We find that even the
unofficial organ of the Government, “The
West Australian,” has, in its sub-leaders,
taken the Government to task on its bad
administration at various times. When we
come to the legislative programme of the
Government, what do we find? Even its own
supporters are not prepared to lend their
assistance.

Hon. H. Hearn: But you did.

Hon. G. FRASER: Of course, members
of this section of the House are soft-
bearted! On several oceasions there would
have been an absolute rout, because the Gov-
ernment legislation would have been sup-
ported only by the Chief Secretary and the
Honorary Minister, Naturally, at this hour

[COUNCIL.]

of the night T would not attempt to deal ex-
tensively with the bungle the Government
bas made of the housing programme,

Hon. L. Craig: It was never so progres-
give,

Hon, G. FRASER: I would remind the
hon. member that when the previons Govern-
ment was in office, it supplied the people
with either houses or huts. The latest de-
velopment is that the Government is puiting
people into tents. That is how well the
housing programme has been handled!

_Hon. B. M. Forrest; The Government has
built a lot of houses, has it not?

Hon, G. FRASER : Of course! And so it
should have! But now it is putting people
in tents.

Hon, W. J. Mann: They are for people
from oversea.

Hor. G. FRASER: They are not. They
are for loecal people evieted from their
premises.

Hon. R. M. Forrest: What would you do?
‘Where would you put them?

Hon. G. FRASER: The progress the
Government has made has been like that of
the erab—backwards and not forwards. So
I cannot congratulate the Government on its
achievements in that respect.

Hon. J. @. Hislop: You have agreed with
everything it has done,

Hon. R. M. Forrest: You have supported
it right through the piece.

Hon. G. FRASER: I have attempted to
help- the Government when its followers
deserted it, because I am soft-hearted. The
other matter on which I eannot eongratu-
late the Government is the control of prices.
I am not going into that question, either.
Because of bad administration, we find that
voung people cannet build homes on ae-
count of the inereased cost of them.

Hon. L. Craig: You promised to say only
a few words.

Hon. G. FRASER: Quite a number of my
own friends waited patiently for permits;
and when they received them, they ingnired
into the cost of homes. Today for an ordin-
ary three-roomed house £2,400 odd is asked.
The average individual eannot afford that
amount, with the result that these people
have had to give up any thought of build-
ing. From those two angles alone—that of
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home building, and that of prices—the Gov-
ernment has let things get out of hand; and
it is impossible for me to give it any credit
at all for anything done in those directions.
I repeat that this will be the last Appropria-
tion Bill that this Government will submit.

Hon. R. M. Forrest: We shall see what
you will do! .

Hon. L. Craig: No fear we will not.

Hon. G. FRASER: The new Government
that will be coming into office will have this
State on the road to prosperity in the next
few years. '

HON. ¢. W. MILES (North) [9.23]: I
did not intend to say anything. I have been
a silent member this session, and did not
want to take up any time of the House or
to give “Hansard” any work. But I cannot
let this opportunity go by without paying
a tribute to the splendid work done by the
late Alexander Forrest for North Ausiralia,
for Australia, and for the Empire. His cen-
tenary was celebrated the other day and the
Historical Society and his family saw 6t to
place wreaths on his monument. But, within
two days, vandals of this metropolitan area
stole those wreaths. .

Members: Shame!

Hon. G. W. Miles: I want to pay my
tribute to a great Western Australian and
Empire statesman, who opened up the North-
West in 1878, An uncle of mine wa$ buried
at the DeGrey River in 1877,  Forrest
passed from Cossack through the DeGrey
River area up to Fitzroy and on to the
Northern Territory; and in his diary of
1879, he wrote that he could not get a mile
away from water. It is a remarkable thing
to realise that this magnificent country has
been left undeveloped for so long.

I have guoted his diary, not only here but
throughout the Empire, in the Old Country
and in the Eastern States; and I want fo
assure members that unless something is done
to develop that part of the eountry very
soon, we will lose the whole of Australia.
Forty years ago there were 20,000 people
up there, and now there are only 6,000. I
would Jike to qnote a few words uttered by
the Direetor of Works, Mr. R. J. Dumas, in
an address to the Rotary Club on the 28th
July. He said—
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We have failed in our responsibilities to the

North and although we may escape the results
in our lifetime, I am sure that our sons, unless
they do a better job thar we have, will reap
the whirlwind.
The 16th September of this year was the an-
niversary of the date of my first speech in
this Honse. I have been speaking on this
subject here for the last 33 years; but ] want
again to appeal to the present Government
and to members to do something for the
North of Australia, if they wish to prevent
their children being pushed out by the
coloured races. Something is being dome
with regard to the transporting of beef by
air and with regard to pig raising in that
country.

I myself spoke some time ago about
growing peanuts there, and the then Min-
ister for the North-West, the late Hon. John
Ewing, said, “Where is your market—the
monkeys at the Zoo or Tom Molloy?’ That
is the vision of those in the South-West of
this State! I conclude by congratilating the
Government on the work it has done, It has
a big job on hand, if it is going to de its
duty for the North of Australia, for Aus-
tralia, and for the Empire.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. H.
8. W. Parker—Metropolitan-Suburban—in
reply) [9.27]: I trust members will not con-
sider me disecourteous in not replying to
the many points that have been_ raised. T
wgs in somewhat of a quandary. I knew full
well that members did not wish to sit to-
morrow afternoon, but I had the option of
replying briefly now or of adjourning so
that I could get the necessary information
to speak more fully at a later stage. I felt
that members would prefer me to apologise
now and to bring the various matters to
which they have referred before the ap-
propriate Ministers to be dealt with in due
course. Many of the matters to which at-
tention was drawn are already in hand. T
would like to thank Mr. Fraser for having
g0 often supported me, and I can assure him
and his colleagues that I shall have exactly
the same pleasure next session in again seek-
ing their support.

Question put and passed.”
Bill read a second tfime,
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In Committee, etc.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

Bill read a third time and passed.

BILL—LIQUID FUEL (EMERGENCY
PROVISIONS).

Assembly’s Message,

Message from the Assembly received and
read, nofifying that it had agreed to the
Council’s amendments,

COMPLIMENTARY REMARKS.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Before we
adjourn, I would like to make a few remarks
as this is the close of the session. I wish to
say how pleased we are that you, Mr. Presi-
dent, have been restored to health so as to
be able to resume your office. I trust that
during the coming recess you will enjoy
vastly improved health. I wish also te con-
vey my thanks te you, Sir, for the considera-

tion you have given me during the session. .

It has nof been an altogether easy one,
although T may say that as regards hours,
it has perhaps been short. I would also
like to convey to the Chairman of Gommit-
tees my thanks for the assistance he has
rendered the House during the session, and
that also applies to the depuiy chairmen,

I am sorry that the Honorary Minister
for Agriculture (Hon. G. B. Wood) has
been away for some little while, but I under-
stand his health is improving. 1 trust it
wil| improve rapidly. We all hope that he
will soon be back in his office. It was only
after he left that I personally appreciated
his worth and the great assistance he was in
the House. I think I voice the opinion of
all members when 1 say we wish him a
speedy recovery, The officers of the Houge—
the Clerk, the Clerk Assistant and the Clerk
of Records, have as usual, been most cour-
teous and helpful. On many oecrasions they
have relieveq the somewhat serious nature of
our duties by bringing in a little of the
lighter side of life. That is necessary at
times.

There are some people who have to work
hard al] through. Although we do not cause
them the trouble that another place does,
they have, nevertheless, had an extremely
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hard time this year—I refer to the “Han-
sard” staff. They have had very long hours
and, in addition, Select Committees and
Royal Commissions to aitend to. The way
they get through their work so excellentiy
is rather wonderful. I have not heard one
eomplaint from any member that his speech
had not been properly recorded,

When we come to the House, the first
man we meet is the hall porter. We ought
to thank him for his courtesy and the way
he looks after us. He always greets us
+with some unfortunate girenlar, or the fact
that we have been appointed to some office,
which necessitates our writing a letter and
enclosing something with it. WNevertheless
he hands us our letters with a smiling face;
I think he must know what the contents are.
‘We also have a House staff. There is the
dining room and the room just before we
get there, and where we always receive the
utmost courtesy,

Hon. W. J. Mann: Is it the new servery
that you mean?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yes, but
there is another place before the new
servery where I shall be pleased to accom-
pany the hon. member if he will take me
there afterwards. Those members of the
staff who are there are extremely courteons
and helpful. There are times when they
have oceasion, perhaps, not to he. They do
not know how many of us will be in for
meals; or whether the House will be sitting.
There are frequent upsets. Although it is
not our fault and we have not been the
cause, they have had some extremely late
hours.

The people who are so often furgotten
are our cooks. They have had a bad time
this year hecause for a long time there was
no place in which they could perform their
duties. I am pleased to say, however, that
the House Committee has now provided
them with a proper cookhouse, and that the
kitchen is mnow excellent. As a result I
think they should be very happy, and I am
sure they are. I know we are, because when
you, 8ir, say, “T shall leave the Chair until
7.30,” there is generally an expression of
anticipation on the faces of members when
they go to see What/the cook has provided
for. them.
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A recent and useful innovation in Parlia-
ment House is our modern paging system.
It is most pleasing {o hear a pleasant female
voice calling us to the phone. I feel we all
owe thanks to our telephonist, Miss Boyle,
and to Mr. McDonald, for their unfailing
help and courtesy. I must not forget even
our messenger boys whose cheerful service
has been available to members throughout
the session.

Some members of this House have often
opposed me, in regard to matters I have
brought forward here, and have even on
oceasions caused me some annoyance, but on
reflection I have felt no rancour and have
. even, at times, felt that they have been right.
I have no objection to any member opposing
matters I bring forward. 1 owe even more
thanks to those members who have given me
their support. Between now and our next
meeting here there is to be a general elee-
tion for another place and ten members of
this House must also face the electors.
Without wishing to be selfish, I sincerely
trust that all my colleagues in another place
will be returned, and if some of those who
do not think as we do in that place desire
to change their opinions and their seats
they will be welcume,

To all members who are to go before the
electors I would wish the best of good for-
fupe. I trust that whoever oceupies this
seat when Parliament meets again will bring
forward measures for the good government
of the country and the happiness of our
people. Should I still oecupy this seat 1
trust and believe I will continue fo receive
support. In conclusion, I wish for all hap-
piness and enjoyment until we meet again.
I trust members will relax and meet all
their country friends at the Royal Show
and that all will return here next year in
the best of spirits and good health,

Hon. J. A. DIMMITT: A somewhat un-
usual set of eirenmstances has prevailed this
session, Mr. President, with rather curious
effects. First of all, it reduced the number
of sitting hours of this House, which T be-
lieve irked most members here. That reduc-
tion of sitting hours has been commented on
by a member of another place, who seems
1o take every opportunity to indulge in ad-
verse criticism of the Legislative Council. T
would point out that the blame is entirely
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due to the loguacity of our eritic "and his
parliamentary colleagnes. Another feature,
Mr, President, of this unusual session is
that we are closing down at the end of Sep-
tember instead of in the middle of Decem-

‘ber, and that renders it quite unsuitable to

extend the Christmas and New Year greet-
ings which are customary at the closing of
any session,

I think we all realise that there is a note
of sadness in the closing of the session be-
canse with it we see the closing of the
publie life of one of our oldest members.
Mr. Thomson retires from this Parliament
carrying with him the best wishes of every
member. He has played an important part
in the Legislature of this country for more
than three decades, and I am sure that I
express the wish of every member, Mr.
Thomson, when I say we hope that you will
enjoy your retirement and will look back
with a degree of pleasure on the thousands
of hours you have spent in the legislative
halls of Western Ausiralia.

Mr. President, 1 join with the Chief See-
retary in expressing great pleasure that you,
Sir, have been restored to good health, and
I houpe that for the rest of this year and in
the future yoirr health will steadily improve,
Before I resume my seat, might 1 follow the
lead that the Chief Secretary has given in
expressing my thanks to you, Sir, for your
kindness to me throughout the session. Also
my thanks to the Clerk of Parliaments, Mr.
Lenke; the Clerk Assistant, Mr. Sparks;
and the Clerk of Records, Mr. Browne, for
the immense assistance they have given me
during the year.

I thank the Deputy Chairmen for their
help and also the staff of Parliament House
which has done an excellent job, as it always
does. They provide an execellent service and
fare, and our thanks are due to Mr. Roberts
and the staff .which’ works wunder him.
“Hansard,” of course, always does a good

-job. 1 think its members make a much

hetter job of our ntterances than we do our-
selves, and they deserve a great desl of
eredit for tidying np the ragged ends of our
speeches. Finally, I thank every member
of this House for the kindness, considera-
tion and help he has shown to me in every
Committee stage of the legislation that has
passed through this Houge this session.

¥
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Hon: E. H. GRAY: I desire to support
the remarks of the Chief Seeretary, with the
exception of his concluding comments. There
is no doubt that sickness has had a tremen-
dous effect upon the business of this Cham-
ber during the year, and I do not think we
have ever had the experience of so many
members being absent from the House at
once gs a result of illness. I am indeed sorry
that the Honorary Minister for Agrieulture
hag been siricken as he has. He has un-
doubtedly performed wonderful service in
the House and has always been an extremely
conscientions Minister. I am sure that it
was as a result of his application to his
duties that his sickness oceurred. Apart
" from his duties here, he travelled extensively
throughout the country on departmental af-
fairs, and I sincerely hope he will have a
speedy recovery. '

Then again, Mr. Baxter ind Mr. Thomson
have also suffered sickness during the year,
and T am pleased to see that they are with
us tonight. TI*wish to extend my congratula-
tions to Mr. Thomsonm upon the extremely
long parliamentary service he has given to
this State. T was one of the first to vote for
him when I was a farmer. There was no
Labour candidate standing for the district
at the time and, being a farmer, T took the
chair at his meetings. Since that time, he
has had a long parliamentary record, and
has rendered great service to the people of
the State.

T endorse everything that has been said
regarding the officers of Parliament from
the highest on the staff to the boys who do
the running about. We are very fortunate
in having such a eompetent staff. The ses-
sion has been & very peaceful one, probably
the most peaceful we have ever had. Several
of our members will have to face the electors
next year and I join with the Chief Secre-
tary, with Party reservations however, in
hoping that they will all be returned. You,
Mr. President, have had more then veur
share of sickmess. I am delighted to see
you back and hope you will enjoy a restful

period of good health during the next few
months.

Hon. W. J. MANN: As one of the
oldest memhers of this,  House in years,
I have pleasure in supporting all that
has been said abont the officers and
staff and those Wha have contributed
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to make the work of 'this Chamber
run so smoothly. The Chief Seeretary
enumerated all but one section. I am sure

he unwittingly forgot to mention the band
of ladies wpstairs who, unseen, do ope of
the finest jobs possible for a team of typistes
anywhere. ‘We do not realise just how won-
derfully competent those ladies are and how
they work the same hours as the other mem-
bers of the “Hansard” staff.

The Chief Secretary: I included them im
referring to the “Hansard” staff.

Hon. W. J. MANN: At any rate, no harm
ean result from giving them a special men-
tion. - T have wondered many times just
how they manage to stand up to the work
as they do.

One matter I cannot allow to pass with-
out reference iz the fact that after sitting
alongside my delightful friend, Mr. Thom-
son, for 17 years, I am about to lose him.
He has frequently hauled me back from the
wrong track and put me on the right one,
and has always been a true friend and
helper. Seventeen years is a long fime to
sit beside another member, but in all thoses
years I cannot remember having had =a
semblance of a quarrel or disagreement with
him other than on the merits of some piece
of legislation. We wish Mr. Thomson long
years of comfort. We shall miss him just
as we shall miss any other members who
fail to be returned at the biennial elections
next May. I think I can go a little further
than Mr. Gray went by saying that T shall
be pleased to see the whole nine of the retir-
ing members returned to this House.

The PRESIDENT: In closing the
session, I wish to join #ith those who hm‘re
expressed their gratitude for and their
appreciation of the work that has been ecar-
ried out by the Minister and the Honorary
Minister during the session. I particularly
want to express my own thanks for the con-
sideration that has been extended to me by
those two gentlemen and also by every mem-
ber. Unfortunately, I was not able to be
here the whole time, and T want to thank
the Deputy President for the way in whieh
he carried on the work in my absence. T
feel very gratefal. ~

I wish to join with others in extending
to Mr. Thomson hest wishes for a pleasant
time during his retirement. We shall all

*
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miss him; and I am sure we hope that in
the future he will come along and visit us

" ocensionally, because we always like to see

cur old friends back with us. I also join
in expressing the hope that Mr. Wood will

. be speedily restored to health and strength

and will be able to carry on the parliamen-
tary work ip which he is so keenly interested.
To the “Hansard” typists, too, we are very
grateful. What the strain of that work is,
I think only those who have seen them at
work year after year can appreciate.

To the “Hansard” staff—both those who
take down our remarks and those who have
the typing of them afterwards—we are very
grateful. The Controller and his staff have
done their duties in the efficient and cordial
way that has always characterised their
activities. I wani fo thank members for
the standard they have established and main-
tained in this House. Our work has been
carried out with that dignity and decornm
which have always distinguished the sittings
of the Legislafive Council; and while we
may not have occupied the usual emount of
time in our work, it has at any rate been

,aecomplished efficiently and speedily.

To those members whoe are retiring we
extend our best wishes and the hope that
they will survive the appeal to their consti-
tuents and will join ws in the year that is
to come. I believe the State is on the verge
of a period of great prosperity. We must
realise that the expansion this country is
undertaking cannot but be reflected through
the whole ecommunity, and I wish io close on
that note of optimism. T hope that mem-
bers, during the few months of the recess,
will enjoy good health and will see the
future blossoming in prosperity.

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. H.
S. W. Parker—Metropolitan-Suburban): T
move—

That the House at its rising adjourn to a
Qdate to be fized.

" Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 9.58 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 3.30
p-m., and read prayers.
MOTOR VEEICLES, DISTRIBUTION.,
As to Urgency Motion.

Mr. SPEAKER: I have received from
the member for Trwin-Moore a leiter of
today’s date, and reading as follows:—



